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GENERALS31. Could you tell me something about your family? (5 -
8 )Certainly. We are a normal Chinese family. It consists of my
father, my mother, and me. I am the only child, so I don’ t have any
brothers or sisters. My grandparents passed away when | was still very
young, so | did not have the privilege of knowing them. My father
was one of four children, and my mother has a brother, so | have a
number of uncles and aunts, and many cousins. 32. What do you
think of the One-Child Policy in China? (5-6 )That" satough
question. Allow me to explain my personal views by shortly
mentioning the following points: Firstly, | think we have to have the
policy in China. Our population had been growing to rapidly and
something drastic had to be done. Secondly, | believe the policy will
give China a chance to move ahead in the world. What | mean to say
Is that as soon as the population growth has stabilized, China will be
able to make progress in the fight against unemployment. 32. What
do you think of the One-Child Policy in China? (7-8)That" sa
controversial question in China. Allow me to explain my personal
views by shortly mentioning the following points: Firstly I believe
that the authorities had to do something to curb the increasing
problem of overpopulation. However, | am of the opinion that the
One-Child Policy was extremely harsh on the people. Maybe the



government should have started off by introducing a Two-Child
Policy.33. Why do people in China traditionally want to have a son?
(5-8)That’ san interesting question. Allow me to explain my
personal views by shortly mentioning the following points: Firstly, |
believe that fathers all over the world want someone to carry their
name into the future. For example, in many western countries it is
customary for a boy to receive his grandfather’ s name. A second
reason that | could mention is that parents worry about what will
happen to them after they had retired. They feel that when they have
a son he would be able to provide for them in future. 34. Who does
most of the shopping in your family? (5 - 8 )As far as this topic is
concerned, I could say that my mother does most of the shopping,
but my father and I will do some shopping from time to time. My
parents allow me to buy my own clothes. Lastly, | would like to
mention that my mother does not like my father’ s smoking habit
and therefore refuses to buy cigarettes, so that my father has to do
that kind of shopping himself.35. Who does most of the cooking in
your family? ( 5 - 8 )My mother does most of the cooking, but my
father and | will do some cooking from time to time. For example,
sometimes my mother will be out the whole day doing voluntary
work in our community, and then my father and | will do the
cooking for her. The second aspect | could tell you about regarding
this topic is that we often eat out. For example, often on a Friday
night none of us feel like cooking, and then we visit one of the local
restaurants, and have our favorite dish. 36. How does your family feel
about you going abroad? ( 5 - 8 ) They are very happy about me



going abroad. I believe my parents will be very proud if | were to
achieve a degree at a university abroad. In addition, they themselves
never had the opportunity to study. | am their only child, and they
would do anything in their power to allow me to have the
opportunity.n) MARRIED PERSON37. Are you married, and if so
when did you get married? (5 -8 )Yes, | am married. | got married
about three years ago. | have a good husband / wife, and we are very
happy together. To put it in another way you could say that we are
best friends. For example, we do not keep any secrets from one
another. We had known each other for many years before we got
married, so we did not have to adjust too much. For example, | knew
that he snores loudly when he turns onto his back when sleeping.38.
Do you have any children? (5-8)No, I don’ t have any children
yet. We are planning to start with a family as soon as we have our
own apartment. Until then my husband / wife and | are working as
hard as possible to improve our positions in the companies that we
are employed by. We would both like to have a son and a daughter,
but because of the one-child policy that will not be possible. 39.
What is your child’” s name? Does it have any meaning? (5 - 8 )My
child® snameisLi Ao Sheng. It says that he was born on the day
that Macao became part of China again. His nickname is Bao Bao, as
we believe that he is going to become a strong man one day.40. What
does your wife do? ( 5 - 8 )My wife is a housewife at the moment. We
are looking for a job for her, but it is not easy, as she does not have
any qualifications or experience. They are opening up a new
supermarket in our area soon, and we are hoping that she will be able



to find a job there. She has placed her name on a waiting list, and we
will be hearing from the employment officer soon.41. What does
your husband do? (5 - 8 )My husband is a civil servant. He works
for the Department of Health at a hospital near our home. He is
responsible for keeping the patient records in the men’ swards. He
loves his work, and is receiving a good salary, so we don’ t have any
serious worries. As a matter of fact we both agree that we have a lot to
be thankful for. 42. Did you have a honeymoon, and if so where did
you go? ( 5-8)Yes, We did have a honeymoon. We went to Dalian
for a week, and stayed in a small hotel next to the beach. I will never
forget the time we spent there. For example, it was very romantic, as
we could sit on the beach in the evenings and watch the moon rising
over the sea. 43. Did you and your spouse have to ask permission
from your parents before you could get married? (5 - 8 )No, not
really. They knew we were going to get married. We only had to
confirm the date with them to ensure that it would suit them and our
families. In earlier times is was customary for the young man to get
the permission from his girlfriend’ s parents before they could get
married. 44. Is living together without getting married acceptable in
China? (5 - 8 )1t depends to what extent the couple would adhere to
earlier customs. What | mean to say is that these days it is becoming
more and more acceptable. For example, young people feel that they
first want to get know each other even better by living together.
When they are absolutely sure that they are able to adapt to each
other’ s lifestyles, they would then most probably decide to get
married. 45. Do you think couples should life with their parent or on



their own? (5 - 8 ) There are several reasons as for why | think
couples should life on their own. Allow me to explain by mentioning
some of them briefly. Firstly, | believe couples should become
Independent as soon as possible. For example, they should learn how
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