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8 AF_ADPart_c8 10899.htm HOBBIES 68. Do you have a hobby?
(5-8)Yes. My hobby is stamp collecting. | have been collecting
stamps for the past two years now. That is to say, for two years | have
chosen stamp collecting to be my only hobby. I regularly spend time
working on my collection. I guess I spend about two hours every
week on my hobby. This is mainly over weekends, as | do not have
time during the week.69. Why have you chosen this hobby? (5 - 6
)That’ san interesting question. Allow me to explain myself/my
personal views by shortly mentioning the following points: First of
all, it" s avery interesting hobby. For example, the stamps from
other countries often say something about that country and it’ s
people. 69. Why have you chosen this hobby? ( 7 - 8 )First of all,
when you collect stamps, you are able to learn more about the world,
and you will not be bored easily. What | mean to say is that you can
get stamps from every country in the world, and the stamps often say
something about that country and it’ s people. Secondly, you are
able to meet new friends through your hobby. For instance, you have
a common interest with someone else, and you can discuss your
collections together for many hours. Lastly, the hobby will teach you
some self-discipline and how to be very systematic. That is to say,
you have to tend to your collection regularly, and you have to sort
the stamps according to internationally recognized systems.70. What
are good hobbies, and what are bad hobbies? (5 - 8 )In my opinion,



good hobbies are those ones that give you the opportunity to
develop a new skill. For example, collecting stamps teaches you to be
systematic. Bad hobbies on the other hand may result in you
acquiring bad habits. For example, TV and computer games will
result in you neglecting your studies.g) COLORS71. What color do
you like? Why? (5 - 6 )1 like red. Please allow me to explain. In
China, red is associated with life and good luck. For example, a bride
will wear something red on her wedding day, in the hope that it will
bring her and her bridegroom some luck in future.71. What color do
you like? Why? (7 - 8 )If | had to describe my favorite color, | would
choose yellow. Many artists are known to use yellow in their
paintings. For example, Vincent van Gogh is famous for the yellow
sunflowers in some of his paintings. Many countries have yellow in
their national flags. For example, South Africa has a broad yellow
band in their newly designed flag. This symbolizes the energy and
warmth to be found in the nation.71. What color do you like? Why?
(7-8)Yellow is my favorite color. First of all, to me, yellow
symbolizes the sun. What | mean to say is that it reminds me of
energy and warmth. Secondly, yellow is a bright color as apposed to
dull colors like brown and gray. For instance, brown and gray usually
make me feel depressed. Lastly, | would like to mention that yellow is
a practical color. That is to say, you can wear yellow with almost any
color, and it does not get dirty too easily.72. Do colors have some
symbolic meaning in China? (5 - 8 )Yes, colors certainly have a lot
of meaning in China. Please allow me to explain. Firstly, it is
significant that the national flag of China has a red background. Red



Is symbolic, for example, of a vibrant life, which we believe are one of
the dominant characteristics of the country and its people. It also
signifies good luck, so a bride would wear some red on her wedding
day. In addition, I think that yellow has a specific meaning to
Chinese people. For example, we believe that it symbolizes the
energy radiated by the sun, which in turn is the primary source of life.
In addition, however, it also signifies the obscene, as apposed to blue
In the most of the western cultures. For example, herea* blue
movie’ ,would becalleda‘ yellow movie’ . Lastly, I think that
white has a special meaning to us. To be more specific, in times of
sadness and mourning, we use white to express our feelings, as
apposed to black in most of the western cultures.h) SHOPPING73.
Do you like / enjoy shopping? (5 - 6)Yes, I love shopping. Please
allow me to explain. Firstly, I usually buy clothes for myself. I like to
go to the shops and see what they have to offer. | browse around and
compare the prices before a buy something. Secondly, | do the
shopping of all our household needs. I love to find out about any
new products on the market and how they can possibly make my life
easier.73. Do you like / enjoy shopping? ( 7 - 8 )No, | hate shopping.
Please allow me to explain. Firstly, shopping is the most basic activity
In a capitalistic society. What | mean to say is that somebody has a
product which they would like you to buy from them whether you
really need it or not. They lure you into their shops and malls by
advertising their goods on TV and in the newspapers. They only tell
you about the positive aspects of their product, but would never
mention the disadvantages. This you have to find out for yourself,



usually after you have bought the product. i) MOVIES74. Do you
often go to the cinema? (5 -6 )Yes, | go to the cinema as often as
possible. I usually go with some friends to watch the latest action
movies or comedies. We have a great time, like for example when
our favorite star is playing a lead role in the movie.74. Do you often
go to the cinema? (7 - 8)Yes, I go to the cinema as often as possible.
| believe that films are a wonderful form of art. Please allow me to
explain. Firstly, in films there are a wide range of genres ranging from
comedy and drama, to horror and science fiction. For example,
recently | have seen the drama‘ Titanic’ , which has been
described as the most expensive film ever made. The extent to which
the producers attended to the details of the original ship was
astounding. Another example would be the thriller with my favorite
actor Anthony Hopkins in the lead role called *  Silence of the lambs
' . It had me on the edge of my seat for most of the time. 75. Do you
often go to the theater? (5 - 8 )No. | have never been to the theater.
Firstly, it is too expensive for me. | prefer to go to the cinema.
Secondly, I believe that the theater is boring. What | mean to say is
that the actors are on the same stage the whole time. | cannot see how
that can be as exciting as a good movie.76. What kinds of movies do
you like best? (5 - 8 )1 like comedies. First of all, comedies are great
fun. What | mean to say is that | have a good laugh while watching.
Secondly, comedies seldom contain violent scenes. For instance, you
would not easily find murders, shooting, fighting, and so on in a
comedy. Lastly, comedies often contain excellent acting by famous
stars. For example, Robbie Williams in*  Mrs. Doubtfire’ is



considered one of the most extraordinary performances ever by an
actor. 77. Who is your favorite movie star? Describe him / her. (5 -8
)My favorite movie star is Jackie Cheng. He is handso 100Test [ []
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