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https://www.100test.com/kao_ti2020/105/2021 2022 5B E4 B8 9
3 E9 A2 98 E8 BE 85 c65 105852.htm One of the most difficult
aspects of learning any foreign language is being able to understand
and use a wide range of idioms. The English language has over
15,000 idioms and native speakers use them very frequently, often
without realising it themselves. This can make communication with
native speakersconfusing. b OO0 000000 oO0ooOUon
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OJ000000000000000 Whatisanidiom? An
idiom is a group of words which, when used together, has a different
meaning from the one which the individual words have. For
example: D 00D OO0O00OO0O0OO0OO0O0OO0OOOODOOOOO
Jo0odooooooodoooouoooooooooa
-How do you know that Sid and Nancy have separated [ [ I [J [J
OO000O000dod -l1hearditonthegrapevine. O O O 0O O O
0O 00O Of course, the second speaker does not mean he heard
the news about John by putting his ear to a grapevine! He is
conveying the idea visually of information spreading around a
widespread network, similar toagrapevine. J O 0O O 0O 0O O 0O O
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DO00000000000000 Weuse idioms to express
something that other words do not express as clearly or as cleverly.



We often use an image or symbol to describe something as clearly as
possible and thus make our point as effectively as possible. For
example, "in a nutshell" suggests the idea of having all the
information contained within very few words. Idioms tend to be
informal and are best used in spoken rather than written English. [J
Jododobooodoodooooooouoooooa
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J0odooooooodoooooooooogo® ina
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J0o0doo0oooodoooooooooooooa
0000000 One of the best ways to learn an idiom is by
looking at the context in which it is used. This can be done by
concentrating on the rest of the sentence and try to guess the
meaning. Many idioms are not that difficult to understand when
considered in their context. Forexample: D O OO0 OO0 00O O O
Jo0odooooooodoooouoooooooooa
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DO0O0000000000000 Wearegoing to have a
surprise party for Tom tomorrow. Its a secret so please dont let the
catoutofthebag. 10 D0 OO0 0OO0OOOOOOOOOOO
JO000000000000000O Letthe cat out of the bag is
an idiom. Imagine you dont know what this idiom means. by
looking at the words preceding it should be easy to guess that the
speaker does not want you to tell Tom about the surprise party.
Therefore, let the cat out of the bag must mean something like reveal
asecretor tell asecret. “ Letthecatoutofthebag” OO OO OO
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OoOO0on* letthecatoutofthebag” OO ODOOO” O
“0O000” 000000 Otherexamples: O OO OO He
was on the carpet last week for being late to work three times. [J [
Jo00o00ododododod Itwasavery long report. It
took me three hourstowade through. U O OO0 OO0 OO0 OO
DO0O00000000000 Letscallitaday. Im very tired and
| think we have covered the main points of the meeting already. [ [
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