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Anyang Match Factory of Henan Province sent an urgent report to
the Ministry of Railroad:Our factory is the biggest matchproducing
factory in the country,and is responsible for the task of supplying
civil matches for the whole province.Because of shortage of
timber,the factory is facing a closedown.The situation is indeed
serious.Over the last few months,production Odropped so sharply
that it has caused market tense.In cities,the price of matches is four
times its normal one,and in the countryside,there is even the
phenomenon of peoples having difficulties in eating and lighting. [
[1 200 The Anyang Match Factory,a major match producer for
domestic use in Henan Province and the biggest one in the
country,recently sent an SOS to the Ministry of Railways,saying that
the factory was running short of timber.The message is not a false
alarm.The drastic cutbacks in the output of the factory have caused
an acute shortage of matches in the market over the last few
months.In the cities,a box of matches is now selling at four times its
normal price on the black market.in the countryside,people do not
even have matches to light their cooking stoves. [J [ 100 O U 0O [
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