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Listen to two student discussing a zoology course (man) Now, we
can move on to discuss the next part of the chapter, the part of the
chapter, the part on land tortoises (woman) Yes. Land tortoises are
tortoises that don’ t live in the water, although they may live near
the water. They only come to the water to drink or bathe. (woman)
Oh, look here in the book. Here’ s a picture of one of the 40 kinds
of land tortoises. (man) Land tortoises are the ones that live to such
long ages, aren’ t they? (woman) Yes, my favorite part of the
chapter was the part that was about how long land tortoises can really
live. (man) How old can they live to be? (woman) It" s not really
known for sure. There are lots of traditional stories about tortoises
that lived for hundreds of years. | do remember hearing, when | was
young, about tortoises that were supposed to be one-to two hundred
years old. (man) That couldn’ tbeld No way. (woman) Well, there
' realot of stories, but there’ s no accurate records, so it" s
impossible to verify whether or not they’ re true. (man) Well, how
old is the oldest tortoise on record, do you know? (woman) In the
chapter [ just read, it said that the oldest tortoise whose age can be
verified to some extent is the one known as Marion’ s tortoise.
(man) I read that Marion’ s tortoise was 152 years old. (woman)
Actually, I think the book said it was at least 152 years old. It was
probably older. (man) So, they’ re not really certain how old
Marion’ s tortoise really was when it died. What is truly known
about Marion’ s tortoise? (woman) It' s certain thata French
explorer named de Fresne, Marion de Fresne captured an adult
tortoise in 1766, and he transported the tortoise to the island of



Mauritius in that same year. (man) Well, when did Marion’ s
tortoise die? Are there authentic records? (woman) Historians are
satisfied with the authenticity of the records that show that Marion

' stortoise died in 1918. (man) How do they know it was the same
tortoise? Could it have been a different tortoise that died there in
1918? (woman) Tortoises don’ t occur naturally on Mauritius, so
Marion’ s tortoise was the only tortoise on the island of Mauritius.
(man) And so this tortoise had been on the island of Mauritius for
152 yearswhenitdied. 100Test 0 O D OO0 00O O0OOO
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