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0O 0O 0O Topicled Is the ability to read and write more important
today than in the past? Why or why not? Use specific reasons and
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some countries have strong programs against illiteracy, others still do
not care that much. But, illiteracy has become a big obstacle during
the last century and is still problematic question now with quick
development of technology and automation. From my everyday
experience and observation | can state several factors which defend
the statement that reading and writing now is more important than
ever before.First of all, it is essential for a person to have at least basic
knowledge of reading and writing to survive in our society. While in
the past, some people could live in wilderness or even in cities
without any knowledge of written language, now it is almost
impossible. The way of living has change so much that it is
impossible to be a part of nation, especially in developed countries,
without ability to read and write your bills, to understand your



mortgage documents or job applications. Moreover, you can go
nowhere by yourself but in your own small town without reading the
maps and signs on the roads and in cities.Second, nowadays, most of
jobs require reading and writing as necessary skills and tendency that
these skills will be more and more important for future jobs increases.
In fact, because of sharp development of technology, more of jobs
on the labor market are for literate people and less of them are for
people without any or slight reading or writing knowledge. For
example, there are not needed so much people who can work on
lands or Oselect parts in auto-factories because themachines do that
kinds of jobs now. On the other hand, factories and corporations
need people who can read the instructions and control the machines.
It is bare true that without jobs that need only physical abilities,
literate people are forced to be constantly on unemployment lists.In
conclusion, the most scare part of living illiterate in our society is
maybe living dependable of someone. A illiterate person will have
difficulties not only to do simple tasks such as writing bills,
withdrawing money from cash machines, or reading menu in a
restaurant, but also to be a productive and useful individual of our
society with job and normal life. Topic: 163It is a very dangerous
thing to say that basic literacy skills are more important now than
they have ever been in the past. While a strong argument can be
made in favor of this idea, making such an argument would imply
that reading and writing were somehow less important in the past.
While there is a grain of truth to the argument that literacy was not
fundamental to the daily existence of most people in the



pre-Industrial Revolution period, rationalizing such a lack of need
for education in such a way is the first step to withholding education
from certain groups, a great social crime that has led to the
disempowerment of disadvantage groups all over the world
throughout history. However, if we can keep in mind that education
Is a basic human right, then we can discuss the strengths of the
proposition that literacy is more important now than it has ever been
before.lt is true that in the past the majority of people all over the
world made their livelihood from agricultural activities and that the
vast majority of these activities required little or no literacy skills. In
some senses, we could argue that literacy skills were less important in
the agricultural age than they are now, but to do so would be to
forget that literacy also reflects an active mind and that people have
always needed to engage in activities of the mind. For example, even
though a farmer might have labored all day in her corn field, she may
enjoy reading the latest Jane Austen novel when arrived at home. We
can see in this example that while literacy was not directly related to
this laborers livelihood, literacy was important to her quality of

life. However, we could make a good argument that literacy is more
Important now that it was in the past. As we all know, the world is
experiencing a revolution that may turn out to be more important
than the Industrial Revolution. We are now entering the Information
Age, an age in which information and knowledge have more value
than the ability to build machines, create "stuff,” grow crops, or even
mine precious metals and produce gemstones. Nowadays, accurate
information may be worth more than the most expensive



Rolls-Royce or the biggest diamond. The perfect example of this
Increasing dominance is the explosive rise in the popularity of
thelnternet--the Internet offers the world countless bytes of
iInformation twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week, 365 days a
year. Companies all over the world, but principally in the United
States, are rushing to stake their claim in cyberspace and stiff
competition among companies has resulted. In order to gain
dominance, these companies must have the best-skilled workers, an
advanced understanding of computer systems, and good intuition
about what will happen in the future. All of these abilities to compete
In the global marketplace stem directly from literacy skills and those
without these skills will be stuck in the service, agricultural, and heavy
industry fields.In short, we can see that people in the past who were
lacking in literacy skills essentially had more company than those
lacking these skills have today and could still earn their livelinood.
Further, we could argue that because of the nature of the global
marketplace and because of the emergence of the Information Age,
we could make the argument that literacy is fundamental to
professional success nowadays. However, literacy should be
considered a basic human right in a literate society--all people
throughout history should have learned to read and write. Topic:
163For ages, reading and writing has been vital aids to the
Intellectual, emotional and spiritual growth of mankind. But with
rapid changes in the society and scientific advancement of human
race over the decades, the necessity and importance of reading and
writing has increased remarkably.Several reasons account for the



lesser importance of reading and writing in the past. Firstly,
education was restricted to certain sections of the society and not
everyone benefited from its advantages. Only the learned few
enjoyed intellectual satisfaction. Knowledge was not shared freely
due to lack of proper means of communication, thus preventing
many from realizing the benefits of education and learning.
Secondly, technology was not so advanced in the past. Hence the
general pace of life was slower than it is now and people did not feel
the need to keep themselves abreast of affairs around them. In other
words, the need did not arise for mass awareness and participation in
efforts for intellectual enlightenment through reading and writing.
Nevertheless, writing was a more popular than reading since it was
the most common means of communication - in the form of
letters.However, at present the scenario has changed considerably.
Innovation and change are integral parts of life. Now advancement in
technology marks the day. To cope up with the rapidly evolving new
Ideas and concepts, reading has become more important now than
ever before. Invention of high-tech gadgets and state-of-the-art
Information systems in areas of communication, transport and
general business demands more awareness about contemporary
events and changes With advancement in technology, mans
eagerness to succeed has increased. Consequently the realization has
dawned on him that such dreams can be materialized through
intellectual advancement - a feat possible only through self reading
and personal research. With the invention of computer has
commenced an age of electronic communication and online



commerce. Although writing letters has decreased considerably with
the advent of electronic mail, it will take some time to make our
varied businesses paperless. Thus though reduced, people still do
some writing, wither in forms of documents, memorandums,
business contracts or research papers. Education has made people
more aware of his potential and reading and writing has become
Instrumental to mans success in todays competitive world. 100Test
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