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JO00d00bo0ooo0ooooodoooonogn The
massive water diversion] [J [ [J project planned for decades
started on December 27th 200201 The construction] which will last
50 years[] aims at diverting water from the water-rich south to the
aridl] O U O O north of China to ensure a water supply for
agricultural and industrial production and people’ s daily usel]
With an estimated investment of about 500 billion yuanC] about 60
billion US dollars] [ the project will channel water from three
places respectively] [0 [J [J on the upper] middle and lower
reaches of the Yangtzeld China’ s longest river(] to destinations[]
[ O O O in the northd Experts say water diversion from south to
north is now both necessary and feasible] [J [J [0 I [ asproblems
can now be properly handled] China’ s water resources are
Imbalanced in different regionsC] In the southern part[] water
resources are rich[J while in the north it’ s scarcel] Water
shortages in northern China has been hindering] [0 I [J economic
developmentd and affecting daily life(] “ Without water[]

" according to Gu Zhao giL] an expert on water resources from
Tsinghua University[d “ many places have turned into deserts

[1 with localeco-systems[] [J [J [ destroyed[] ” This year the
severe drought in Shandong Province alone has caused over 26



billion yuan lossC] Once the project is completed(] a total of 441 8
billion cubic meters] [ [ [ [ of water will be annually [0 [ [
[1 00 O channeled from the Yangtze to the north of Chinaand it is
expected to fundamentally] [J [0 O OJ solve the water scarcityd [
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DJO0000000o0o0odoodond Chinahas
successfully launchedd U [0 [ its fourth unmanned test spacecraft
Into orbitl] The successful launch demonstrated that China’ s
manned space science and technology program is getting
Increasingly matureld [I OO 0 OO The launch was China’ s fourth
successful spacecraft launch in three years] Previous] [1 [ [J

[ tests were conducted in 199901 2001 and earlier this year[] Like its
Shenzhou Il predecessorl] I [ OO I Shenzhou IV has all the
functions of a manned spacecraftl] Shenzhou IV is just one step
away from a manned flightJ In factl] before the launchd Chinese
astronauts entered the craft to get a feel of itLJ Land and sea rescue
missions were also rehearsed] [J [ [J [ The spacecraft will stay in
orbit for a week[] Its descent moduled UJ (O I [J will touch down in
China’ s Inner Mongolia Autonomous Regionl] If all goes well
[1 Shenzhou IV should be the last unmanned test flight of the
Shenzhou Series spacecraftl] Shenzhou V may become the nation

' s first manned spacecraftl] making Chinathe third country in the
world to send man into outer spacel] after Russia and the US[]
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