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c92_129849.htm Customs and Manners Do as the Romans do. Try
to follow the custom and you’ Il get used to it. Making yourself clear
iIs a polite thing to do. It" s always a bit difficult to get things started.
Once you get started you’ Il find it much easier to do. The safe way
to do things is to watch what people do and do the same. You just
have be westernized, but you’ ve got to learn to enjoy our things
while you’ re here. You’ Il appreciate our views more when you
get to know us better. You’ ve got to make friends if you want to get
better acquainted with things here. Living in a strange land is always
hard at the beginning, but you’ |l get over it. You don’ t have to go
with it, but what you need to do is to understand it. That’ s what
makes us Americans By our custom it’ s not acceptable. I think you
' Il have to change your habit a little bit. Stick to it ,no matter what
people say. You’ |l overcome the culture shock in no time. It’ |l
help you broaden your viewpoints that you live with people from
different backgrounds. This is what a lot people thought of us
Americans when they first come here. | found people here seem
always on the run. People have always mistakenly thought we
Chinese people lack a sense of time and are slow in response to the
outside world. But it’ s just not true any more. Although they’ ve
tried in every way to make friends with me, it still doesn’ t work. |
think part of the problem is the language, and part of it the cultural
differences. It" Il help us to understand the problem better. We



seldom eat our vegetables raw back home. Is that a Chinese custom?
| found your eating habits a bit strange. For example, it amazed me
when [ first saw you drink milk cold. We still try to keep Chinese
customs. We Chinese are friendly, generally speaking. It" s too
much Americanized, I’ m afraid. We eat a lot of fast food
nowadays. You don’ t have to be very formal when you come to me
place. You really don’ t have to bring gifts every time you got to a
friend’ s house. The western people do not ask about the ages and
salaries of others. Ages, salaries and so on are privacy. If you ask an
American about his religion or marriage, usually won’ tgetan
answer. Keep in mind you should be in time when you’ re invited
to dinner. You may go with a gift or not. Remember to make an
appointment any time you want to call on somebody. Don’ ttryto
shake hand with a woman unless she puts out her hand first. You can
talk about weather to anybody at any time. Weather is a good topic
to begin a conversation. Americans consider it more friendly to
Invite a person to one’ s home than to take him to a restaurant. You
should arrive at the time you were invited for, or within five or ten
minutes after that time. If you are unable to thank the hostess before
you leave, it’ sagood idea to write her a note of thanks or
telephone her the next day. If you’ re going to be an overnight or
weekend guest, it is customary to bring the hostess a small present.
Men usually open doors for women, and women generally walk
ahead of men into a room or restaurant. Usually, if a man asks a
woman out to dinner, he will pay for the dinner. Although there is
much informality in the United States, it is important not to create a



false impression regarding your feelings for another person. [ [J [
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