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O 000000 OnFebruary 200 199700 our delegation checked
into the ZhongXin Hotel by the side of the Riyuetai Lake. It was
already 30’ clock early the next morning by the time | saw off the
last group of guests. For a long timeld | could not fall asleepd even
though I was comfortably lying in the bed. Putting on my clothes
againlJ | got off the bed and walked to the window. Extending my



eyes into the distance through the windowl | was greeted by the
view of the surrounding mountains and hills shrouded in layered
greenness and the silvery flickering of waves scuttling across the
surface of the Pool. Looking at the sole naturally-formed picturesque
lake in Taiwan] | felt an infinite train of thoughts passing through
my mind 0 OO The current visit to Taiwan for exchangell brief and
cursory as it ist] has enabled us to see many placesl] to visit old
friends while making new acquaintances. Whenever people gather
togetherJ an important topic of discussion has been how the
Chinese nation can become prosperous and powerful in the 21st
century. Although the young people on the Mainland and in Taiwan
live in different social contexts LI environments / milieust] [ with
their individually different experiences of lifel] in the innermost
recesses of their hearts are wrought an indelible mark by the fine
traditions of the Chinese culture. They all cherish the same ideal to
rejuvenate the Chinese nation [J They share the same ideal to
rejuvenate the Chinese nationlJ 1 In this great epoch at the turn of
the centuryl] our motherland is developing toward greater
prosperity and powerfulness. People across the Taiwan Straits are
bound to strengthen their exchanges and will mutually promote the
earliest possible achievement of the great cause of reunification of the
motherland. The precious opportunities and the tremendous
challenges at the turn of the century have pushed the young people
to the foreground [ forefrontl] of the historical arena [J stage[] [
At this transitional phase between the two millenniald in what way
the young generation should embrace the forthcoming new century



replete with hopes is a question to which we have to seek an answer.
In the Riyuetai Lakel] the waves across the lake surface have by now
all vanished. Enveloped in utter tranquilityd the Lake has joined me
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