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reading recent newspapers, | have come to find that people in China
have become more and more interested in discussing about name
cards and invitation letters. This has triggered my reminiscences of
the name cards and invitation letters of the French people that | saw
when | was residing in Paris. In writing down those random
reminiscences, | believe that they might provide some useful
information for us to learn from. In Paris, all the wine parties and
buffet receptions held on various occasions provide optimum
opportunities to make friends with all varieties of people. When
encountering a stranger on such an occasion, an Asian would



Invariably hand over his name card to the newly-met stranger with
full reverence, with both of his hands, even before he starts to
converse with the stranger. Such an act seems to have become an
Indispensable ritual (formality/ etiquette). By contrast, an average
Frenchman seldom takes the initiative to (offers to / volunteers to)
present his name card. Instead, he would simply walk away after an
exchange of routine greetings or even some aimless (random/ casual)
chat. Only when both sides become deeply engrossed (engaged /
Involved) in their conversation and have the intention to make
further acquaintance with each other would they offer to give their
name cards. It would seem somehow bizarre if a French person offers
his name card without saying anything to the stranger in the first
place. The French tend to take extraordinary precaution to make
their name cards simple yet elegant. Exquisitely designed and
printed, their name cards are seldom golden-framed, or colorfully
shiny, or tinted with fragrant smells. The letters as appear on their
name cards tend to be diminutive but beautiful, not allowing the
name of the card-bearer to be overly prominent/salient. The entire
card contains much empty space, imparting no sense of
over-crowdedness. 100Test 1 1 O O 0000 OO0 ooOOon
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