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SECURITY COUNCIL ON IRAQI VIOLATIONS OF RES.

1441COLIN L. POWELL, 10:30 A.M. EST, 2003.2.5 1. Thank you,

Mr. President. Mr. President and Mr. Secretary General,

distinguished colleagues, I would like to begin by expressing my

thanks for the special effort that each of you made to be here today.

This is an important day for us all as we review the situation with

respect to Iraq and its disarmament obligations under UN Security

Council Resolution 1441. 2. Last November 8th, this Council passed

Resolution 1441 by a unanimous vote. The purpose of that

resolution was to disarm Iraq of its weapons of mass destruction. Iraq

had already been found guilty of material breach of its obligations

stretching back over 16 previous resolutions and 12 years. 3.

Resolution 1441 was not dealing with an innocent party, but a regime

this Council has repeatedly convicted over the years. 4. Resolution

1441 gave Iraq one last chance, one last chance to come into

compliance or to face serious consequences. No Council member

present and voting on that day had any illusions about the nature and

intent of the resolution or what serious consequences meant if Iraq

did not comply. 5. And to assist in its disarmament, we called on Iraq

to cooperate with returning inspectors from UNMOVIC and IAEA.

We laid down tough standards for Iraq to meet to allow the

inspectors to do their job. 6. This Council placed the burden on Iraq



to comply and disarm, and not on the inspectors to find that which

Iraq has gone out of its way to conceal for so long. Inspectors are

inspectors. they are not detectives. 7. I asked for this session today for

two purposes. First, to support the core assessments made by Dr. Blix

and Dr. El Baradei. As Dr. Blix reported to this Council on January

27th, "Iraq appears not to have come to a genuine acceptance, not

even today, of the disarmament which was demanded of it." 8. And

as Dr. El Baradei reported, Iraqs declaration of December 7th "did

not provide any new information relevant to certain questions that

have been outstanding since 1998." 9. My second purpose today is to

provide you with additional information, to share with you what the

United States knows about Iraqs weapons of mass destruction, as

well as Iraqs involvement in terrorism, which is also the subject of

Resolution 1441 and other earlier resolutions. 10. I might add at this

point that we are providing all relevant information we can to the

inspection teams for them to do their work. 11. The material I will

present to you comes from a variety of sources. Some are U.S.

sources and some are those of other countries. Some are the sources

are technical, such as intercepted telephone conversations and

photos taken by satellites. Other sources are people who have risked

their lives to let the world know what Saddam Hussein is really up to.

12. I cannot tell you everything that we know, but what I can share

with you, when combined with what all of us have learned over the

years, is deeply troubling. What you will see is an accumulation of

facts and disturbing patterns of behavior. The facts and Iraqis

behavior, Iraqs behavior, demonstrate that Saddam Hussein and his



regime have made no effort, no effort, to disarm, as required by the

international community. 13. Indeed, the facts and Iraqs behavior

show that Saddam Hussein and his regime are concealing their

efforts to produce more weapons of mass destruction. 14. Let me

begin by playing a tape for you. What youre about to hear is a

conversation that my government monitored. It takes place on

November 26th of last year, on the day before United Nations teams

resumed inspections in Iraq. The conversation involves two senior

officers, a colonel and a brigadier general from Iraqs elite military

unit, the Republican Guard. (The tape is played.) 15. Let me pause

and review some of the key elements of this conversation that you

just heard between these two officers. 16. First, they acknowledge that

our colleague, Mohammed El Baradei is coming, and they know

what hes coming for and they know hes coming the next day. Hes

coming to look for things that are prohibited. He is expecting these

gentlemen to cooperate with him and not hide things. 17. But theyre

worried. We have this modified vehicle. What do we say if one of

them sees it? What is their concern? Their concern is that its

something they should not have, something that should not be seen.

18. The general was incredulous: (tape script) "You didnt get it

modified. You dont have one of those, do you?" "I have one."

"Which? From where?" "From the workshop. From the Al-Kindi

Company." "What?" "From Al-Kindi." "Ill come to see you in the

morning. Im worried you all have something left." "We evacuated

everything. We dont have anything left." 19. Note what he says: "We

evacuated everything." We didnt destroy it. We didnt line it up for



inspection. We didnt turn it into the inspectors. We evacuated it to

make sure it was not around when the inspectors showed up. "I will

come to you tomorrow." 20. The Al-Kindi Company. This is a

company that is well known to have been involved in prohibited
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