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OO0000000000000O Results Section. The third, and
perhaps most important, section of the research report is the
presentation of the results obtained from the investigation. The basic
rule in this section is to give all data relevant to the research question
initially asked. Although, of course, one’ s natural tendency might
be to suppress any findings which do not in some way support one

' s hypothesis, such dishonesty is antithetical to good research
reporting in any field. If the experiments undertaken fail to prove
anything, if the data was inadequate or contrary to expectations, the
report should be honestly written and as complete as possible, just as
it would be if the hypothesis were totally proven by the research. [
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[1 O Discussion Section. The final required section of a research
report is a discussion of the results obtained and a statement of any
conclusions which may be drawn from those results. Of primary
Interest in business and technical research reports is the validity of the
results as the bases for company decisions: Will our planned
construction project meet federal environmental guidelines and be
approved for building? Will this new program attact skilled
personnel to our company? Will this new oil recovery technique be
financially feasible? Thus, the discussion section of the research
report must evaluate the research results fully: were they validly
obtained, are they complete or limited, are they applicable over a
wide range of circumstances? The discussion section should also
point out what questions remain unanswered and perhaps suggest
directions for furtherresearch. 0 U O 0 0 OO0 000 oddo
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