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JO00O0000o00doOd Oodad Friends, welcome to Beijing !
Fromtoday on I’ Il actasyourguide,and I’ 1l do my best to make
your stay a pleasant one. // | believe you all know that Beljing Is an
ancient city with a history of 3,000 years. As early as the 11th century,
B.C., it was the capital of the kingdom of Yan. that” s why Beijing is
also known as Yanjing. // In the few thousand years afterwards,
Beijing again served as the capital for the Jin, Yuan, Ming, and Qing
dynasties. Beijing is one of China’ s six ancient capitals. the other
five are Xi’ an, Nanjing, Luoyang, Kaifeng, and Hangzhou. Some of
these cites you will also be visiting during your stay in China. // with
an area of 16,800 sq. Km, It has a population of over ten million .The
city proper in 1949(when the people’ s Republic was founded) was
190 sg.km, but today it has expanded to 750 sqg.km. // Beljing Is a city
both old and young, with many places of historic interest and scenic
beauty. From the forbidden City, the Temple of Heaven, and
Summer Palace, you can see that Beijing has retained a lot of the
color of old Chinese life. But there are also a great number of new
constructions in Beijing , including many skyscrapers, cloverleaf
intersections and flyovers. These have given beijing the look of a
modern metropolis. B[ [J [ Question : Mr. President, I’ m sure



millions of Chinese people are watching this program now . lwonder
If you would like to say a few words to them first.//Answer: Well, |
do have an opening statement. But first let me thank you for this
unique opportunity. It" s agreat honor for me to be the first
American president to speak to the Chinese people in a live
broadcast. // And I feel as if | were talking to old friends, who, while
teen years ageo, Barbara and Icame to your beautiful land when I was
,as you said , Chief of the United States Liaison Office , And for us,
returning to Beijing is a homecoming.// Our work here was a source
of great personal satisfaction, a happy challenging time in our lives.
And we actually went to church here, and indeed our daughter was
baptized in our faith here. And we rode bicycles down the hutungs of
Beijing, and came to have a general feeling of affection for the
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