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Most episodes of absent-mindedness - forgetting where you left
something or wondering why you just entered a room - are caused
by a simple lack of attention, says Schacter. "Youre supposed to
remember something, but you havent encoded it deeply." Encoding,
Schacter explains, is a special way of paying attention to an event that
has a major impact on recalling it later. Failure to encode properly
can create annoying situations. If you put your mobile phone in a
pocket, for example, and dont pay attention to what you did because
youre involved in a conversation, youll probably forget that the
phone is in the jacket now hanging in you wardrobe (L1 I ). "Your
memory itself isnt failing you," says Schacter. "Rather, you didnt give
your memory system the information it needed." Lack of interest can
also lead to absent-mindedness. "A man who can recite sports
statistics from 30 years ago," says Zelinski, "may not remember to
Odrop a letter in the mailbox." Women have slightly better memories
than men, possibly because they pay more attention to their
environment, and memory relies on just that. Visual cues can help
prevent absent-mindedness, says Schacter. "But be sure the cue is
clear and available," he cautions. If you want to remember to take a
medication (L1 I ) with lunch, put the pill bottle on the kitchen table
- dont leave it in the medicine chest and write yourself a note that
you keep in a pocket. Another common episode of
absent-mindedness: walking into a room and wondering why youre
there. Most likely, you were thinking about something else.
"Everyone does this from time to time," says Zelinski. The best thing



to do is to return to where you were before entering the room, and
youll likelyremember. D OO0 OO0 OOO0OOOOOOO
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(1 00 30. What is the passage mainly about? A) The process of

gradual memory loss. B) The causes of absent-mindedness. C) The
iImpact of the environment on memory. D) A way if encoding and
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are nothing more than the intentional creation of waste [1 [J [ [ [
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[1 After the violent earthquake that shook Los Angeles in 1994,
earthquake scientists had good news to report: The damage and
death tolllJ OO OO OO OO O could have been much worse. More than 60
people died in this earthquake. By comparison, as earthquake of
similar intensity that shook America in 1988 claimed 25,000 victims.
Injuries and deaths were relatively less in Los Angeles because the
quake occurred at 4:31 a.m. on a holiday, when traffic was light on
the citys highways. In addition, changes made to the construction
codes in Los Angeles during the last 20 years have strengthened the
citys buildings and highways, making them more resistant to quakes.
Despite the good new, civil engineers arent resting on their successes.



Pinned to their drawing boards are blueprintst] [ [ LI for improved
quake-resistant buildings. The new designs should offer even greater
security to cities where earthquakes often take place. In the past,
making structures quake-resistant meant firm yet flexible materials,
such as steel and wood, that bend without breaking. Later, people
tried to lift a building off its foundation, and insert rubber and steel
between the building and its foundation to reduce the impact of
ground vibrations. The most recent designs give buildings brains as
well as concrete and steel supports. Called smart buildings, the
structures respond like living organisms to an earthquakes vibrations,
When the ground shakes and the building tips forward, the
computer would force the building to shift in the opposite direction.
The new smart structures could be very expensive to build. However,
they would save many lives and would be less likely to be damaged
duringearthquakes. D D O D OO0 ooooooooon
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[0 O 0O 25. The authors main purpose in writing the passage is to

. A) compare the consequences of the earthquakes that
occurred in the U.S. B) encourage civil engineers to make more
extensive use of computers C) outline the history of the development
of quake-resistant building materials D) report new developments in
constructing quake-resistant buildings 100Test J O 0O O O 0O O O
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