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[1 Read and think about the following statement: Fiction(such as
novels and short stories) can teach us more about life than textbooks
can. Do you agree or disagree with this statement? Use specific
reasons to supportyouranswer. U O OO0 ooddd doo:
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statement because the comparison between fiction and textbooks
concerns what they can teach us about life, not about something
academic and abstract. It is an obvious fact that fiction cantains
much more life than textbook. In a novel for instance, there are
different characters portrayed in some definite settings of time and
place. When we read the novel, we follow the characters into a
fictious world in which there is everything that people can find in the
real world. The result is that we can experience all that the characters
do and we enjoy the advantage of having an omniscent view, able to
see many things that we cannot in the real world..0 OO O 0O O O In



contrast, most textbooks teach us knowledge in various special fields,
knowledge that is abstract and academic. Some textbooks do teach
us some truths about life, but they are only guidelines that we may
not able to appreciate. Like fiction, a few textbooks of language and
literature can teach us something about life, but they contain only
some chapters or exerpts and thus are short and incomplete. In
short, textbooks teach us far less about life than fictious works
because of their limitations in both content and quantity. The other
reason why fiction can teach us more about life is that we read much
more fiction than textbooks. Because fictious works are usually
Intresting, wee read them whenever we have time to spare or get
bored with our studies. and we often get so absorbed that we do not
want to stop until the end. In contrast, textbooks are normally dull
and we get tired of reading easily. As a result, we ead much more of
fiction and learn much more rom it about life than from textbooks.
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