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a chart that shows the worldwide military expenditures from 1968 to
1977. It divides all the countries in the world into four blocks: the
NATO countries including the United States, the Warsaw Pact
countries, the United States as a single entity, and otherr countries as
a whole group. and it shows the expenditures of the four blocks in
parallel so that they can be compared with each other easily. One
obvious point indicated by the chart is that the military expenditures
of the four blocks increased sharply rrom 1968 to 1977: NATO from



113 billion of dollars to 162 billion, Warsaw Pact from 73 billion to
160, the U.S from 76 to 100, and the other countries as a group from
37 to 105. A calculation based on these figures shows that the total
military expenditures increased by neaarly 60 percent in a decade.
The increase of the four blocks, however, were not at the same rate.
The military expenditure of NATO increased by approximately 40
percent. that of the Warsaw Pact countries was more than doubled.
that of the U.S increased by 36 percent. abd that of the other
countries increased three times. In terms of percentage , the increase
of the other counties was the fastest. But in terms of actual dollars, it
was the Warsaw Pact countries that increased their military
expenditure the most--80 billion. Even so, the highest military
expenditure in 1977 was still NATOs.J O [0 www.examda.com The
last point that can be seen in the chart is the patterns of increase in
the course of the decade. While the Warsaw Pact countries and the
other counttries increased their military expenditure steadily every
year, the NATO countries and the United States did not do the same
In the first years of the decade. The United States kept its military
expenditure at about the same level from 1968 to 1972, and then had
a slight cut in 1974 before it increased its military expenditure quite
sharply in 1976.00 OO [J www.examda.com The decade indicated in
the chart was a decade o arms race. It can be clearly interpreted from
the chart that the high military expenditure of the NATOs countries
and the United States at the beginning of the decade stimulated the
fast increases by the WArsaw Pact countries and some of the other
countries. Then, when they fely that they were threatened by the



sharp increase of the military expenditure of the Warsaw Pact and
some of the other contries and the United States began to spend
more in order to remain the stronger or the strongest. 100Test [J [
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