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after daybreak on July 7, brave runners (some might say stupid

runners) dash ahead of fighting bulls as they run 825 meters (half a

mile) between the corral where the bulls are kept to the bull ring

where they will be killed by matadors later in the day. Runners aim to

feel the breath of the bulls on their backs, and some even goad the

animals by swatting them with rolled up newspapers--all while trying

to avoid being gored or trampled.The San Fermin festival is reported

to have began in 1591 when its purpose was purely practical, to move

the bulls to the arena. The difference was that then only a handful of

daring souls ran the gauntlet in front of the frenzied beasts. The

tradition was immortalized in Ernest Hemingways novel The Sun

Also Rises in 1926, after which time many more foreigners began

attending the festival and running with the bulls. 100Test 下载频道
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