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[1 Sb. have a good sense of humour U 0O O U 0O O U rely on sh. /
sth. O [J be weak withage U UJ O O U [0 J :He is aging fast.[1 [ [
0O Oastronganddecisiveleader D D O OO0 0000000
[1 Some people consider his behavior a little bit oddJ however[] |
appreciate him very much. More recently] historians have studied
her as a feminist icon, exploring the ramifications of her position as a
woman in authority. True eccentrics never deliberately set out to
draw attention to themselves. They disregard social conventions
without being conscious that they are doing anything extraordinary.
This invariably wins them the love and respect of others, for they add



color to the dull routine of everyday life. 1 O O OO0 O 0O 0O 0O O
JO000o00o0oo0oodooooooooooooon
J000o00o0o00ooooooooooooooon
Jdo0dobodoboooodoboooboobouoodduUpto
the time of his deathJ John was one of the most notable figures in
ourtown. JOHNLO OO OUOOOOOOOOOOODO O Hewas
a shrewd and wealthy business-man.J O O O O 0O 00O O O O

[1 He is bald and has large ears.She is the funniest person | have ever
come across. [1 [1 [0 [ [ It takes sh. some time to do sth.The old
man was on the point of death.[1 [J [0 [J [0 [J [0 To be in the elders
company is like reading a thick book of de luxe edition that
fascinates one so much as to be reluctant to part with.[1 I 00 [ [0 [
Jdodobooooouoodoboooboobdnwe
areallgoingtobeoldoneday.0 D OO0 OO0 OO0

[1 Nowadays in North Americait’ s common to see older people
holding hands on the street and I think it" s nice, because they still
have some romance left in the relationship.J O O O 0O 0O 0O 0O O O
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tradition in China that children live together with their parents until
they are married, and often children still live with the parents after
theyaremarried D DO 00000000000 0O0OOONO
JO0000b00o00oodoooobdodinChinathe
grandparents stay on with the family and look after the grandchildren
while the parentsareatwork. 1 D 0 000000000000
Jo0odoooooooooooobooooooodggdin



North America, old people usually live alone. If they are too old to
take care of themselves, or if they’ re really old, day over 75, then
they usually live in old-folk’ s homes, nursing homes, or special
apartment complexes designed for senior people..J U 0O O O O [
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JO0000000000000O0000dnOdaaldothink that
living together with the parents when we marry would be nice for the
child’ sstability and would also let the parents feel like an important
partofthefamily. D 0 0D D 0000000 O0O0OOOOOOMO
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looks like it depends on how rich a family is weather to live with the
parentwhenwemarryornot OO0 000000000000
OO000000000OThat sthe trouble in some cases. Living
with people of different generationsisn’ t always easy. It requires
some sacrifices and tolerance of other’ sbehavior..0 O 0O O 0O O O
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OJ000000000000000O00InChinait’ soften
the mother-in-law and the daughter-in-law who don’ t get on well
enough, until both sides agree to live apart. And it’ s socially
acceptable if the younger couple help the old couple in ways that are
necessary. Well, for example, when the parents are strong enough to
live on their own the children are expected to help when needed.
When the parents are too old to take care of themselves, they should
be moved back to the children’ s home where they are properly fed,
clothedandsheltered. D D 0O 00O O0O0OO0OOOOOOOOO
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[1 A common stereotype of older Americans is that they are usually
"put away" in nursing homes and forgotten about. Actually, only
about 5 percent live in some type of institution. More than half of
those 65 or older live with or near at least one of their children. The
vast majority of the elderly live alone and take care of themselves.
According to the U.S. Census Bureau, 75 percent own their own
homes. Over a million senior adults live in retirement communities.
These provide residents with meals, recreation, companionship,
medical careand asafeenvironment. U OO0 OO0 OO0 00000
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1 O 0O O O One important cause of the generation gap in the China
nowadays is the opportunity that young people have to choose their
own life-styles. In the past, China is more traditional, and when
children grow up, they are expected to live in the same area as their
parents, to marry people that their people know and approve of, and
often to continue the family occupation. But now, a increasing



number of young people often travel great distances for their
education, move out of the family home at an early age, marryor live
withpeople whom their parents have never met and choose
occupations different from those of their parents.Also, the speed at
which changes are taking place in China is another cause of the gap
between the generations. In the past, elderly people are valued for
their wisdom, but now the knowledge of a lifetime may become
obsolete overnight. The young and the old seem to live in two very
different worlds, separated by different skills and abilities..] [1 [ [J
OJ0000000000000000 At82hewas ready to
die, and | was ready to let him go so that his suffering would end. We
laughed and cried and held hands and told each other of our love
and agreed that it was time. | said,“ Dad, after you have gone | want
a sign from you that you are fine,” He laughed at the absurdity of
that. Dad didnt believe in reincarnation. | wasnt positive | did either,
but | had had many experiences that convinced me | could get some
signal“ from the other side” . My father and | were so deeply
connected | felt his heart attack in my chest at the moment he died.
Later | mourned that the hospital, in their sterile wisdom, had not let
me hold his hand as he had slipped away. [1 [1 821 [1 [J [0 [J [0 [
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O 00000000 Old-age BoomL It” s time-honored virtue
to respect the elderly. That’ s why their own flesh and blood are
supposed to look after them.Well-being / Farewell is something,
because seniors will lead a much more comfortable life. O O O O [
DO0O00000000000 0 We all like to imagine that were
getting wiser and not just older. Most of us enjoy observing the
miracle of growth in others, as well. For instance, seeing our children
develop and learn new things makes us feel proud.J U0 [0 O O O [
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DO00000000000000 0 Growing old is not exactly
pleasant for people in youth-oriented American culture. Most
Americans like to look young, act young and feel young. As the old
saying goes, "Youre as young as you feel." Older people joke about
how many years young they are, rather than how many years old.
People in some countries value the aged as a source of experience
and wisdom. But Americans seem to favor those that are young, or at
least"youngatheart." O U O 0O 0O 0OOO0OOOOOOOOO
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0 0O 0O OO Many older Americans find the "golden years" to be
anything but golden. Economically, "senior citizens" often struggle
just to get by. Retirement-typically at age 65-brings a sharp decrease
In personal income. Social Security benefits usually cannot make up
the difference. Older people may suffer from poor nutrition, medical
care and housing. Some even experience age discrimination. In 1987,
American sociologist Pat Moore dressed up like an older person and
wandered city streets. She was often treated rudely-even cheated and
robbed. However, dressed as a young person, she received much
more respect. Of course, not all elderly Americans have such
negative experiences. But old age does present unique challenges. [
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00O 0000 Ironically, the elderly population in America is
expanding-fast. Why? People are living longer. Fewer babies are
being born. And middle-aged "baby boomers" are rapidly entering
the ranks of the elderly. America may soon be a place where wrinkles
are "In." Marketing experts are already focusing on this growing



group of consumers. And even now the elderly have a great deal of
political power. The American Association of Retired Persons
(AARP), with over 30 million members, has a strong voice in
Washingion. O D D00 dodoodooooooo--o0
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[0 0O 0O 0O O Despite the challenges they face, Americans in their
"twilight years" generally refuse to give up on life. They find a variety
of ways to keep themselves active. To help them stay in shape, they
may join mall walkers clubs, fitness programs and even the "Senior
Olympics." They can enjoy hours of entertainment at senior centers
and adult amusement parks. Many enroll in continuing education
programs to maintain their mental skills..0 O O 0O 0O 0O O 0O 0O O O
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D000 00000000000 The young live in the present
rather than in the past or future. The young should feel grateful to the
older generation, who has created a good life for them.The older
generation fought in the two world wars. They faced real problems,



but the young have an easier life. ------ Doodoododdsd
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