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(1 O O My purpose in writing this article is twofold. Firstly, I want to
dispel certain misconceptions with regard to the IELTS examination.
Secondly, as both anative speaker of English and an IELTS lecturer, it
IS my hope to be able to aid students in attaining good scores that
truly reflect their English abilities. I will focus on the Speaking section
because the greatest amount of bewilderment seems to lie here. It is
commonly thought that the test is one of English speaking. This is
not true. If you say "Hello" in the exam, it will be sufficient to give
you a band score. Rather, you are being tested for English usage.
What this means is that in order to obtain a high score,
communication is the key. It is not helpful to memorize and
regurgitate lengthy speeches. Nor is it any good to make use of
esoteric nomenclature in the hopes of putting the examiner in awe.A
simple anecdote that | always tell my students to illustrate my point is
as follows. Imagine yourself in England. You are walking down the
street into a building, minding your own business, when out of



nowhere, someone screams, "Dont go in there, theres a bomb!".
Well, if you do not understand, you have two options open to you.
First, you could reply, "What do you mean?" Or you could continue
walking, raise a hand to wave at the person while wearing a comical
smile and saying, "Good morning and have a nice day."Honestly
speaking, the IELTS is really that simple. The purpose of the exam is
to see if you have the basic language skills needed to survive in an
English speaking country. Students seem to think that they have to
disguise their deficiencies in English. So let me make this
pronouncement. We know that you are not native speakers. We
know that you dont always understand every word in the English
lexicon. But we dont care. We want to know if you speak enough
English to cope with the situations you will face. And equally
Important, that you demonstrate you know what to do in situations
where you do not. This first realization is necessary towards attaining
a good score. With that, | wish all students who wish to take the
IELTS exam the very best of luck. 100Test U O O O O O O 0O O O
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