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5 8C 97 E6 99 AF E7 ¢34 185936.htm Guiyuan Buddhist
Temple (Temple of Original Purity) Guiyuan Temple, situated on
Cuiwei Street, is one of the four biggest temples for Buddhist
meditation in Hubei as well as an important Buddhist temple in
China. First built in the early Qing dynasty (1644-1911) by two
monks named Baiguang and Zhufeng on the base of Sunflower
Garden owned by a poet, the temple got its name from Buddhist
chants: "With purity kept in mind, one has the thoroughfare
everywhere." Guiyuan Temple has survived through more than 300
hundred years of repeated cycles of prosperity and decline, above all
else, it is always leading the other temple in Wuhan with prosperous
public worship, flourishing Buddhist ceremony and many pilgrims.
The temple was destroyed and rebuilt for several times in its history
and the present temple dates from the early Republic of China
(1912-1949). Covering an area of 46,900 square meters with a floor
space of 20,000 square meters, the temple mainly consists of
Daxiongbaodian Hall, Arhat Hall, Sutra Collection Pavilion, etc.
Guiyuan Temple was in fashion for a time although its history was
shorter than White Horse Temple, the best Buddhist Temple in
China. It is famous not only for spreading Buddhism throughout the
whole country, but also for perfect architecture, excellent sculpture
and rich collection of Buddhist doctrine among Buddhist temples. In
1956 Guiyuan Temple was listed as preserved antiques unit of Hubei



province and in 1983, it was appointed as one of the key Buddhist
temple of Han nationality district in China by the State Council.
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