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000000 10 Under the new arrangements, the Australian
Government will no longer set student contributions. Instead, higher
education providers will set the student contribution levels for each



of their courses within ranges set by the Australian Government. The
Australian Government will establish a Higher Education Loan
Programme (HELP) so that eligible students can either pay their
student contribution when they enrol, or later through the income
tax system. There are three types of loans available under HELP: ?
HECS-HELP for eligible Commonwealth supported students(] ?
FEE-HELP for eligible fee paying students at public and eligible
private higher education providersl] and ? OS-HELP for eligible
Commonwealth supported students who want to study overseas. 2
[1 The new course and student funding arrangements will start on 1
January 2005. Most current HECS students will be able to continue
studying under the current HECS rates and eligibility requirements
until the end of 2008. Most current PELS students will be able to
continue studying under the current eligibility requirements until the
end of 2008. See current students page for more information on
these arrangements. The changes to discounts, bonuses and the
repayment schedule will apply to all new students, current students
and all former students with HECS, PELS, OLDPS and BOTPLS
debts from 2005. 30J Current HECS students, both full-time and
part-time, will be able to study under current HECS rates and
eligibility criteria until the end of 2008 unless they: ? discontinue their
enrolment without formally deferringl] or ? complete their current
coursel] or ? transfer into a course (which must be at the same level
as their current course) and then complete that coursel] or ? choose
to study under the new system. Students commencing their course as
a HECS student in 2004, both full-time and part-time, must incur a



HECS liability on a 2004 census date if they are to be considered
current students for the purpose of remaining under the current
HECS rates and eligibility criteria as outlined above. 411 New
Zealand citizens and holders of other permanent visast] (1 [ [0 [/
000000 permanent humanitarianvisa J O 0 0 0 O 00O O
[0 O O O O do not have access to HELP loans. These students must
pay their student contributions or tuition fees up front without a
discount. 5L1 Holders of a permanent visall [ U 0O O O O O may
access a fee paying place, but they are not eligible for a FEE-HELP
loan unless they are undertaking a bridging course for overseas
trained professionalst] O O 0 O OO0 OO OO OO 60 PELS
will be replaced by FEE-HELP in 2005. FEE-HELP is different from
PELS in the following ways: ? a maximum loan limit of $50,000
applies to FEE-HELPLI ? the bonus for voluntary repayments will be
10 per centl] ? the HECS repayment thresholds, which apply to
PELS and FEE-HELP will changeld and ? New Zealand citizens and
most holders of Australian permanent visas will not be able to access
FEE-HELP. 700 Who is eligible for a FEE-HELP loan? Australian
citizens and holders of a permanent humanitarian visa are eligible for
FEE-HELP. Holders of other permanent visas are also are eligible for
FEE-HELP to undertake a bridging course for overseas trained
professionals. 1 00 O O O O O O O HECS/PELS
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