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TopicsThis page contains the Argument topics for the analytical

writing section of the GRE General Test. When you take the test, you

will be presented with one Argument topic from this pool.The

wording of some topics in the test might vary slightly from what is

presented here. Therefore, read your test topic carefully and respond

to the wording as it appears in the actual test.Discuss how well

reasoned you find this argument.The following appeared in a report

by the School District of Eyleria."Nationally, the average ratio of

computers to students in kindergarten through grade 12 (K-12) is

1:5. Educators indicate that this is very good ratio. This means that

across the country, all students have access to and can use computers

daily in their classrooms. In Eylerias K-12 schools, the ratio of

computers to students is 1:7. This number is sufficient to ensure that

all of Eylerias students, by the time they graduate from high school,

will be fully proficient in the use of computer technology. Thus, there

is no reason to spend any of the schools budget on computers or

other technology in the next few years."The Treasury has once again

introduced a dollar coin, the Pine Tree dollar. Neither the

Presidential dollar coin, introduced 11 years ago, nor the Eagle dollar

coin, introduced 3 years ago, remained in circulation long: people

simply preferred spending paper dollars. However, a survey

conducted soon after its release indicates that the Pine Tree dollar is



far more appealing than other dollar coins: 76 percent of

respondents own the coin. 62 percent of those owning multiple coins

consider it so attractive that they are still saving rather than spending

the most recent coin to come into their possession. Since the Pine

Tree coin promises to become the dollar currency of choice, the

Treasury is correct to begin saving money by dramatically reducing

the costly printing of paper dollars.When Stanley Park first opened, it

was the largest, most heavily used park in town. It is still the largest

park, but it is no longer heavily used. Video cameras mounted in the

parks parking lots last month revealed the parks 0drop in popularity:

the recordings showed an average of only 50 cars per day. In

contrast, tiny Carlton Park in the heart of the business district is

visited by more than 150 people on a typical weekday. An obvious

difference is that Carlton Park, unlike Stanley Park, provides ample

seating. Thus, if Stanley Park is ever to be as popular with our citizens

as is Carlton Park, the town will obviously need to provide more

benches, thereby converting some of the unused open areas into

spaces suitable for socializing.The following appeared in a memo

from the Dean of the College of Education at Omni State

University."Only seven of our states high schools offer even one

course in Latin, but over 80 percent of the graduates who study Latin

at those seven schools enroll in college. Furthermore, a recent study

shows that students who have mastered Latin perform much better in

logic and critical thinking. Thus, in order to increase the percentage

of our high school students who graduate from college as well as to

ensure that they receive a better education in critical thinking, Omni



State University should begin an intensive program to prepare our

future teachers to teach high school Latin."The following appeared in

a memo from the president of a chain of cheese stores located

throughout the United States."For many years all the stores in our

chain have stocked a wide variety of both domestic and imported

cheeses. Last year, however, the five best-selling cheeses at our newest

store were all domestic cheddar cheeses from Wisconsin.

Furthermore, a recent survey by Cheeses of the World magazine

indicates an increasing preference for domestic cheeses among its

subscribers. Since our company can reduce expenses by limiting

inventory, the best way to improve profits in all of our stores is to

discontinue stocking many of our varieties of imported cheese and

concentrate primarily on domestic cheeses."The following appeared

in a letter from a firm providing investment advice to a

client."Homes in the northeastern United States, where winters are

typically cold, have traditionally used oil as their major fuel for

heating. Last year that region experienced 90 days with

below-average temperatures, and climate forecasters at Waymarsh

University predict that this weather pattern will continue for several

more years. Furthermore, many new homes have been built in this

region during the past year. Because of these developments, we

predict an increased demand for heating oil and recommend

investment in Consolidated Industries, one of whose major business

operations is the retail sale of home heating oil."The following

appeared in a letter to the editor of a newspaper serving the villages of

Castorville and Polluxton."Both the villages of Castorville and



Polluxton have experienced sharp declines in the numbers of

residents who pay property taxes. To save money and improve

service, the two villages recently merged their once separate garbage

collection departments into a single department located in

Castorville, and the new department has reported few complaints

about its service. Last year the library in Polluxton had 20 percent

fewer users than during the previous year. It follows that we should

now further economize and improve service, as we did with garbage

collection, by closing the library in Polluxton and using the library in

Castorville to serve both villages."The following appeared in a memo

from a budget planner for the City of Grandview."To avoid a budget

deficit next year, the City of Grandview must eliminate its funding

for the Grandview Symphony. Our citizens are well aware of the fact

that while the Grandview Symphony Orchestra was struggling to

succeed, our city government promised annual funding to help

support its programs. Last year, however, private contributions to the

Symphony increased by 200 percent, and attendance at the

Symphonys concerts-in-the-park series doubled. The Symphony has

also announced an increase in ticket prices for next year. Such

developments indicate that the Symphony can now succeed without

funding from city government and we can eliminate that expense

from next years budget. This action will surely prevent a budget

deficit."Yellow-legged frogs were once common in high-altitude

lakes in the Sierra Nevada mountains, but they have become

increasingly rare. Trout feed on tadpoles and young frogs. Few lakes

in the Sierra Nevada had any trout in them until a hundred years ago.



At that time, many lakes were stocked with trout for recreational

fishing, and now trout are common in virtually all bodies of water in

the Sierra Nevada. Researchers removed the trout from one lake, and

the frog population soon quadrupled. Since frogs are capable of

moving several miles over land, removing trout from just a few lakes

is clearly the way to restore the frog population to its former

levels.Studies show that in 70 percent of traffic accidents, at least one

driver involved is less than 10 miles from home when the accident

occurs. This statistic indicates that drivers have a tendency to drive

incautiously when they are close to home, probably because familiar

surroundings give them a false sense of security. Thus, the places

where people feel safest are the places where they are in fact at

greatest risk of serious injury.Copper occurs in nature mixed with

other minerals and valuable metals in ore, and the proportion of

copper in the ore can vary considerably. Until fairly recently, the

only way to extract pure copper from ore was by using a process that

requires large amounts of electric energy, especially if the proportion

of copper in the ore is low. New copper-extracting technologies can

use up to 40 percent less electricity than the older method to process

the same amount of raw ore, especially when the proportion of

copper in the ore is high. Therefore, we can expect the amount of

electricity used by the copper-extraction industry to decline

significantly.In measuring electrical activity in different parts of the

brain, researchers found that people who describe themselves as

generally happy have more activity in the left prefrontal lobe of their

brains than do other people. Therefore, a medication for stimulating



the left prefrontal lobe of the brain would be an effective treatment

for clinical depression.The following appeared in a memo from a

manager of a car dealership."Ten years ago, long-term car leasing

became available in our country of Mohilia as an alternative to

outright car ownership, and leasing has steadily risen in popularity.

For each of the last five years, the number of people leasing new cars

has surpassed the number buying new cars. The average age of cars

driven in Mohilia is six years. hence, if new car leases again

outnumber purchases this year, it is likely that the majority of drivers

will be driving leased, not individually owned, cars. Therefore, we

should change the focus of our business from selling cars to leasing

them."The following appeared in a newsletter about education

policy.The average annual earnings of high school 0dropouts are

significantly less than the average annual earnings of high school

graduates. To address this problem, the state governor has proposed

that the state should establish free vocational training programs for

high school 0dropouts. But the availability of such programs would

probably encourage some students who would otherwise have

graduated to 0drop out in order to pursue vocational training.

Hence the proposed programs would lower, not raise, the average

earning potential of young people. Therefore, the state should not

establish the vocational training programs but should instead focus

on improving academic programs in our high schools.The following

appeared in a newsletter about health."The proportion of children in

the United States who are overweight is greater now than ever before.

Obesity rates among children have been increasing since the 1970s



and, during that same time period, the proportion of children living

in suburbs has increased. Whereas children in rural areas tend to

have outdoor active chores and children in cities often walk to

school or other places they need to go, children in suburbs are

typically driven everywhere. Thus the increase in childhood obesity

is probably due mainly to the suburbanization of America and the

associated decrease in the opportunities children have for

exercise."The following appeared as part of an article in a health and

beauty magazine."A group of volunteers participated in a study of

consumer responses to the new Luxess face cream. Every morning

for a month, they washed their faces with mild soap and then applied

Luxess. At the end of that month, most volunteers reported a marked

improvement in the way their skin looked and felt. Thus it appears

that Luxess is truly effective in improving the condition of facial

skin."The cities of East Sacunda and West Sacunda are in an

earthquake-prone area. Since 1985 both cities have had stringent

building codes requiring all new buildings to have specific features

designed to prevent damage in an earthquake. Buildings built before

1985 are exempt from the codes, but many building owners have

modified their buildings to make them conform to the 1985 codes.

Last year a major earthquake hit the area, and many people lost their

homes. The number of people who were left homeless was much

higher in East Sacunda than in West Sacunda, however, so we can

conclude that building owners in East Sacunda were less likely to

modify their buildings so as to bring them up to the 1985 code

standards.The following appeared in a letter to the editor of an



archaeological magazine."Archaeologists excavated a cave that had

been inhabited by prehistoric people for thousands of years. These

people hunted wild animals, many of whose bones were found at

levels corresponding to different times of habitation. Most of the

bones at the oldest levels, over 40,000 years old, were from a deer

species whose modern-day descendants are known to prefer

woodland habitats, whereas most of the bones at more recent levels,

dating from 30,000 to 10,000 years ago, were from a gazelle species

whose modern-day descendants are known to prefer grasslands. We

can thus conclude that the climate of the area changed dramatically

between 40,000 and 30,000 years ago, causing the terrain to change

from woodland to grassland."The following appeared in a magazine

for the trucking industry."The Longhaul trucking company was

concerned that its annual accident rate (the number of accidents per

mile driven) was too high. It granted a significant pay increase to its

drivers and increased its training standards. It also put strict limits on

the number of hours per week each driver could drive. The following

year, its trucks were involved in half the number of accidents as

before the changes were implemented. A survey of other trucking

companies found that the highest-paid drivers were the least likely to

have had an accident. Therefore, trucking companies wishing to

reduce their accident rate can do so simply by raising their drivers

pay and limiting the overall number of hours they drive."The

following appeared as an editorial in a health magazine"Clormium 5

is an odorless, tasteless, and generally harmless industrial by-product

that can enter the water supply. A preliminary study has linked



cooking with water containing clormium 5 to an increased incidence

of allergies and skin rashes. Tests of the drinking water in several

areas have revealed the presence of clormium 5. Although it is

possible to remove clormium 5 from water, the costs of routine

testing and purification are higher than many communities can

afford. Therefore, in order to prevent allergies and skin rashes,

communities that cannot afford to rid their drinking water of

clormium 5 should replace drinking fountains in public buildings,

such as schools and libraries, with bottled-water coolers."Allergies

are an overreaction of the immune system to certain stimuli. One

view is that allergies can develop as the result of childhood exposure

to certain irritants, such as dust or animal dander, while the immune

system is not yet mature. Another view is that exposure to particular

bacteria early in childhood actually triggers the proper development

of the immune system, and that limiting exposure to these bacteria

through excessive hygiene can cause childrens immune systems to

overreact to certain irritants later on. A new study supports the

second view: children who are washed especially frequently and

whose parents clean their homes especially frequently are more likely

to develop allergies than are other children. So in order to reduce the

incidence of allergies in children and adults, parents should not limit

childrens exposure to irritants or bacteria.The following appeared in

a letter to an editor."In many countries, wood is the primary fuel

used for heating and cooking, but wood smoke can cause respiratory

and eye problems, and extensive use of wood causes deforestation, a

major environmental problem. In contrast, charcoal, made by



partially burning wood in a controlled process, is a fuel that creates

less smoke than wood does. Moreover, although charcoal costs

slightly more than wood, less charcoal is needed to produce the same

amount of heat. Therefore, people who use wood as their primary

fuel can, without experiencing economic hardship, switch to

charcoal and can thereby improve their health and preserve the

environment."The following appeared in a memo from the business

manager of Medicine, Inc., a local drugstore."Most business analysts

for the drugstore industry have stated that even when a nations

economy is weak, drugstores profits are unlikely to decline

appreciably. While consumers might put off some kinds of purchases

when the economy is slow, prescription and over-the-counter drug

purchases are dictated by consumers health needs, which are

independent of the economy. Therefore, Medicine Inc. is likely to

continue to have increasing profits and should plan to open an

additional drugstore next year."The following appeared in a memo

written by the head of the Gorham School."Our school cafeteria

should make changes in the lunches that it serves in order to improve

the health of our students. Several teachers and I have observed that

students who eat these meals tend to eat the main course and the

dessert, but seldom finish the vegetable portion. This pattern means

that students are missing the vital nutritional benefits of fruits and

vegetables, which are typically rich in vitamins and minerals.

Therefore, the school cafeteria should serve larger fruit and vegetable

portions along with smaller main course and dessert portions. This

change will be effective because, according to research conducted at



the Rose Childrens Hospital, children eat the same amount of food

served to them  about 55 percent, on average  no matter what the

main course is."The following appeared in the letter to an editor of a

Myrian newspaper."Under Governor Winslows leadership over the

past four years, Myria has enjoyed unprecedented prosperity.

Average wage increases this year are higher than they have been at

any time since the 1970s, the number of people who report being

unemployed has decreased by 10 percent, and construction of new

homes is up by one third. In contrast, over the past four years

Governor Winslows opponent, Mr. Homer, has been mayor of a city

in which only a small number of new businesses have opened. If

Myrians want another four years like the past four years, they should

reelect Governor Winslow."The following appeared in a memo from

a member of the Clark City School Board."Mason Elementary

School is faced with a shortage of classroom space. At the same time,

parents in our district are increasingly expressing the desire to see

improvements in their childrens reading abilities. Therefore, we

should reduce the number of physical education classes at Mason

Elementary and convert part of the gymnasium to class-room space.

The school will gain the additional space for classrooms without the

cost of extending the building and can use the time that students

would have spent in physical education classes to provide more

reading instruction. This plan will lead to improvements in students

reading skills."The following appeared in a memo to managers of

Christines, a chain of craft stores.Several major newspapers have

recently run articles noting an increased interest in pottery. The



number of potters in this country has risen by eighteen percent in the

past five years, and pottery is particularly gaining popularity on

college campuses. In order to take advantage of these trends,

Christines should immediately begin carrying a larger volume of

pottery supplies. Since several of our stores have recently

experienced a decrease in sales of painting supplies, all store

managers should reallocate shelf space from the painting area for the

display of pottery. Stores should display posters showing pottery that

is designed to appeal to college-age individuals. These actions will

undoubtedly increase our profits dramatically."The following

appeared in a newsletter about health published in the country of

Sauria."According to Saurias leading nutritional experts, a diet high

in complex carbohydrates, and low in fat is optimal for good health

and longevity. Because this was the diet of the people who lived in

ancient Sauria, one would expect them to have had long and healthy

lives. Yet the mummified remains of Saurias ruling classes from two

to three thousand years ago show the existence of many medical

problems among the ancient Saurians, including dental problems,

elevated blood pressure, obesity, heart disease, and early mortality.

Clearly, the diet of the ancient Saurians was responsible for these

problems. The high incidence of high blood pressure, obesity, and

heart disease in Sauria today even among those who have tried

low-fat, high-carbohydrate diets further proves that Saurias leading

nutritional experts are wrong."The following appeared in a

newspaper published in the state of Celera."Speed limits on our states

highways should be eliminated in order to increase our states



prosperity. Because greater speed means more efficient travel,

commercial deliveries will be faster, increasing business profits.

Elimination of speed limits will also make driving more attractive to

motorists, so that more people will use the highways, providing more

highway toll revenues for the state. At the same time, safety on our

highways will not be affected: daytime speed limits were eliminated

last year in the western states of our country, and no significant

increase in the number of accidents in these states has been

reported."The following appeared in an editorial on health problems

in the country of Corpora."Some pharmacies now feature ultrasound

machines that screen for an elevated risk of stroke. For a fee, a

technician presses a probe against the neck to determine whether any

plaque has thickened the walls of the main artery leading to the brain.

Researchers have shown that a thickening of artery walls is associated

with elevated stroke risk, and such scans typically find that anywhere

from 5 to 20 percent of clients have detectable plaque. All

pharmacies should offer this service, because early detection of

increased risk for stroke will encourage clients to consult with their

doctors and make important life-style changes to reduce their risk of

having a stroke. This in turn will cause a decrease in overall medical

costs in Corpora."The following appeared in an article in

Supplements Today."Dieticians have long known that professional

athletes who eat a lot of nuts have higher levels of endurance than

those who do not. Researchers have recently discovered that the

particular combination of vitamin N and fiber found in some nuts

provides a boost for those who participate in strenuous physical



activities daily. Both vitamin N and fiber supplements are easily

synthesized and widely available. As a result, all those who participate

in athletic activities will be able to increase their endurance and win

more games by taking vitamin N along with a fiber supplement."The

following is a recommendation from the human resources

department at Techforce Computer Company."Many working

parents report that problems related to their childcare arrangements

are a major reason for absenteeism from their jobs. Bridgewell

Corporation, a tele-communications company, implemented an

on-site childcare program and after one year, the company reported

that unscheduled absences had declined by 25 percent. Since

Techforce has had an increase in unscheduled employee absences

over the past year, we should therefore implement our own on-site

childcare program. The program will undoubtedly reduce our

unscheduled employee absences, resulting in significantly increased

productivity."The following appeared in a memo from a vice

president of a large, highly diversified company."Ten years ago our

company had two new regional office buildings built in two different

regions. The buildings were erected by two different construction

companies  Alpha and Zeta. Even though the two buildings had

virtually identical floor plans, the building constructed by Zeta cost

30 percent more to build, and its expenses for maintenance last year

were twice those of the building constructed by Alpha. Furthermore,

the energy consumption of the Zeta building has been higher than

that of the Alpha building every year since its construction. Such

data, plus the fact that Alpha has a stable workforce with little



employee turnover, indicate that we should use Alpha Construction

Company, rather than Zeta, for all future building projects."[1] [2]
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