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0000000 0O Introduction to Windows Microsoft Windows
is a software system that works hand in hand with MSDOS to create
what is commonly called a graphical operating environment, or
Graphical User Interface (GUI) Working with your computer in
this environment offers many advantages over working with
"normal” MSDOSL] Here are some of those advantagesl] Windows
replaces the DOS command line, so that you no longer have to deal
with difficult-to-remember DOS commands’ Instead of typing at
the DOS A or C prompt to start programs, for example, you can start
them by Oselecting easily recognizable graphic symbolsC] called icons
[J And instead of having to look up command syntax in a DOS
manual when you want to copy, files or check the amount of free
space on a disk, you can perform these functions with Windows
Odrop down of menus and dialog boxes] These menus and dialog
boxes free you from concerning about command syntax(1 Windows
lets you run more than one program ate time and move easily and
quickly between pro-grams. You dont have to quit your word
processor, for example, when you want to consult your calendar(]
Windows provides a standard mechanism for copying or moving
Information from one program to another] This mechanism, called
the Clipboard, means that information created in one context is
in-scantly reusable in another: you dont need to reenter information



or work with clumsy data-transfer utilitiest] Windows also includes
a facility called Dynamic Data Exchange (DDE) that allows certain
program to exchange information automaticallyd Programs that
support DDE can be "hot linked" together so that changes within
one are instantly reflected in the other. Windows makes more
efficient use of all your computer’ s memory than does standard
MSDOS. All programs written for version 3 (or later) of Windows
can take advantage of memory beyond 640KB, without requiring
special hardware or "driver" files. Windows encourages consistency
among applications, making it easier for you to use a variety of
complementary programs in your work. Applications written
specifically for the Windows environment have a great deal in
common, because they all use standard Windows 0drop-down
menu and dialog box formatsJ Thusl] when you learn to use one
Windows program, youre well on your way toward knowing how to
use a Windows program0] In short, Windows is a system that makes
your computer easier to use, allowing you to be more productive
and get the maximum value from your hardware and software
investment..J O L WindowsLl [ Microsoft Windows[ [0 O U [
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