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homeworkd [ 00 O O O O Working from home may not be the
answertoaflupandemicO U U OO0 000000 OO0OO
0 O O O NOT much is known about how the financial world
would cope with an outbreak of avian flu. [J 100 But two things are
clear: it is a terrifying prospect and the response would be different
from that to other potential disasters, such as a terrorist attack. In
recent years, terrorism in New York and London has caused sharp,
but short-lived, shocks to the financial system. But a flu pandemic, in
the words of one financial regulator, would be more like a neutron
bomb: “ The buildings would be left standing with no one left in
them.” It would last longer, come in waves, and people would
instinctively shun each other to avoid the spread of the virus.OJ [ [J
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that reason, many banks have assumed that in the event of a
person-to-person pandemic, high absentee rates would mean
important jobs would have to be done from home. O 2[J Since fears



of a death toll in the millions surfaced last year, they have made
contingency[1] plans along those lines to ensure the payments
system keeps going and stockmarkets stay open.l] I U0 OO U 0O O O
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[J Lehman Brothers, for example, has tested new techniques in the
homes of some of its American traders and installed hotlines so that
dealers can talk to each other. There are plans to produce a Wall
Street-wide directory to keep traders in touch from home.
Regulators have sought to ensure that traders operating from home
donotbreakthelaw.J D OO0 OO0 0 O0O0OO0OOOOOO
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short, home-working has been seen as one of the best ways for
financial institutions (and other industries) to mitigate[2] the
appalling consequences of a pandemic. According to George
Hender of the Financial Services Sector Coordinating Council,
which helps American banks plan for disasters, “ 99% of the
business interruption plans [of the financial industry] are based on
telecommuting.” D OO 0O0O0O0O0OO0OO0OO0OOOOO0O
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(1 O O A real pandemic, of course, would throw up[4] a host of
other problems. How do you encourage key staff to come to work if
panic breaks out? Do the chosen few receive antivirals? How do staff
travel to work? Who provides food and cleaning? How do parents
look after children kept home from school? And what happens if
other utilities, such as phone lines and electricity, stop working?[] [
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suggests exercises such as this one are useful for keeping people
focused on the problem. But no one should believe that they tell the
wholestory. 1 0 0000000 ooooododoodo
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00000000 [QUIZIINOTES]L. contingency n. event that



may or may not occur. event that happens by chance U O U [0 O [
OO0O00000.000 0O : Be prepared for all possible
contingencies, ie for whatever may happen. U 0O O 0O O 0O O O O
O 000 0. *[attrib O O O ] contingency plans/arrangements [
O 0O 0[O O ].2. mitigate v. make (sth) less severe, violent or
painful. moderate J 0 O O O 0O OO, 0 0O. OO : mitigate sbs
suffering, anger, anxiety,etcJ U O 00 doogoogno *
mitigate the severity of a punishment, sentence, etc [ UJ [ [ 00 [
[ O * mitigate the effects of inflation, eg by making credit easily
obtainable T O 0O OO O OO 0O O O .3. conflate v. v [ Tn usu passive [
000000 O ] combine (two sets of information, texts, etc) into
one 0 IUOO0OOOOOOOOONO.ONO: The results of the
two experimentswereconflated. J O U OO0 OO0 O0OOOO
[1 . * Can these two definitions be conflated, or must they be kept
separate? 1 U 0 OO0 OO0 O0OOOO,00000 0 ?4. throw
up to produce problems, ideas, resultsetcl] O O 00 0 O O O

[1 --The arrangement may throw up problems in other areas.
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