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amounts to precious little water, less than half a percent of the worlds
water supply. Yet it is vital to the survival of humans and a wide range
of critters from dragonflies and piranhas to beavers and bullfrogs.[]
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000000000 O Lakes and ponds are basins of water
surrounded by land, whereas rivers and streams are the arteries that
move freshwater from land, such as mountain peaks, to the oceans.
At the edge of many lakes and rivers are saturated wetlandsthe
swamps, bogs, and marshesthat support myriad types of plant and
animal life, prevent floods, retain sediments, and purify drinking
water. All the freshwater ecosystems can be found within a
watersheda set of habitats that drain into a single body of water such
asabiglakeortheocean. U OO0 0O OO0OUOOO0OOOOO
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[J From scum on ponds to water celery on river beds and reeds
swaying in a wetland breeze, freshwater algae and plants provide
oxygen to breathe and food to eat. Plants like duckweeds float on the



surface of still and slow-moving waters, while those with roots and
flexible stems can stand in swift-flowing streams. Wetlands are full of
vegetation that feeds everything from fish to people. In fact, about
half the worlds human population depends on rice, a wetland plant.
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