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E7 8B 82 E8 8B Bl E8 c96 235523.htm Finally, the fourth
principal, humanity. This principal 1)underlies all the others and its
2)crucial. So please be natural, be yourself. Never say anything in
writing that you wouldnt comfortably say in conversation. If youre
not the kind of person who says "indeed" or "moreover," please dont
say it in writing. Most people trying to write, sit down to commit an
act of literature. And the person who 3)emerges on paper is very
much different from the person who sat down to write. Its amazing
how often an editor can find the perfect lead in an article by simply
throwing away the first two or three paragraphs or the first two or
three pages and starting the article where the writer finally stops
building this elaborate 4)edifice, the lead, the sacred lead, and begins
to relax and sound like himself or herself. What Im always looking
for as an editor is a sentence that says something like, "lll never forget
the day when I..." and Ill think ah ha! Theres a person. Up to that
point no person has been visible because the writer has been making
this self conscious construction, the lead, full of 5)vague
generalizations, that has no life of its own. Most writers are frozen by
their vision of the audience. All those people out there who will be
reading what you write. But only one person will be reading your
article at any one time and the writers we like the most are men and
women we can identify with as people. What any writer has to sell,
what you have to sell is not what youre writing about, its who you



are. | often find myself reading with interest about some subject |
could have sworn didnt interest me, maybe some odd scientific
6)quest. Lewis Thomas, a cell biologist writes 7)eloquently on
subjects like, well, ants. Ants are very low on any list of subjects |
think I want to read about, but Ill read anything Lewis Thomas writes
about ants. Its not the ant that interests me. its Lewis Thomass
Interest in the ant, what got him interested, what keeps him going
and you can generate the same kind of interest. Your material is
yourself, sotrustitanduseit.J OO0 000000000 doo
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