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Language Learnt So WellHow does it happen that children learn
their mother tongue so well? When we compare them with adults
learning a foreign language, we often find this interesting fact. A little
child without knowledge or experience often succeeds in a complete
mastery of the language. A grown-up person with fully developed
mental powers, in most case, may end up with a faulty and inexact
command. What accounts for this difference?Despite other
explanations, the real answer in my opinion lies partly in the child
himself, partly in the behavior of the people around him. In the first
place, the time of learning the mother tongue is the most favorable of
all, namely, the first years of life. A child hears it spoken from
morning till night and, what is more important, always in its genuine
form, with the right pronunciation, right intonation, right use of
words and right structure. He drinks in all the words and
expressions, which come to him in a flash, ever-bubbling spring.
There is no resistance: there is perfect assimilation. Then the child
has, as it were, private lessons all the year round, while an adult
language-student has each week a limited number of hours, which he
generally shares with others. The child has another advantage: he
hears the language in all possible situations, always accompanied by
the right kind of gestures and facial expressions. Here there is
nothing unnatural, such as is often found in language lessons in



schools, when one talks about ice and snow in June or scorching heat
In January. And what a child hears is generally what immediately
Interests him. Again and again, when his attempts at speech are
successful, his desires are understood and fulfilled.Finally, though a
childs "teachers" may not have been trained in language teaching,
their relations with him are always close and personal. They take
great pains to make their lessons easy.1. Compared with adults
learning a foreign language, children learn their native language with
ease.A. Right B. Wrong C. Not mentioned2. Adults knowledge and
mental powers hinder their complete mastery of a foreign
language.A. Right B. Wrong C. Not mentioned3. The reason why
children learn their mother tongue so well lies solely in their
environment of learning.A. Right B. Wrong C. Not mentioned4.
Plenty of practice in listening during the first years of life partly
ensures childrens success of learning their mother tongue.A. Right B.
Wrong C. Not mentioned5. A child learning his native language has
the advantage of having private lessons all the year round.A. Right B.
Wrong C. Not mentioned6. Gestures and facial expressions may
assist a child in mastering his native language.A. Right B. Wrong C.
Not mentioned?. So far as language teaching is concerned, the
teachers close personal relationship with the student is more
Important than the professional language teaching training he has
received.A. Right B. Wrong C. Not mentioned2.0 00 O O O O O
[1 [0 Heartbeat of Americal. New York [J the Statue of Liberty, the
skyscrapers, the beautiful shops on Fifth Avenue and the many
theaters on Broadway. This is Americas cultural capital. It is also her



biggest city, with a population of nearly 8 million. In the summer it is
hot, hot, hot and in the winter it can be very cold. Still there are
hundreds of things to do and see all the year round.2. Manhattan is
the real center of the city. When people say “ New York City,”

they usually mean Manhattan. Most of the interesting shops,
buildings and museums are here. In addition, Manhattan is the scene
of New Yorks busy night life. In 1605 the first Europeans came to
Manhattan from Holland. They bought the island from the Native
Americans for a few glass necklaces worth about $26 today.3. Wall
street in Manhattan is the financial heart of the USA. It is also the
most important banking center in the world. It is a street of

“ skyscrapers.” These are those incredible, high buildings, which
Americans invented, and built faster and higher than anyone else.
Perhaps the two most spectacular skyscrapers in New York are the
two towers of the New York World Trade Center. When the sun
sets, their 110 floors shine like pure gold.4. Like every big city, New
York has its own traffic system. Traffic jams can be terrible. Its usually
quickest to go by subway. The New York subway is easy to use and
quite cheap. The subway goes to almost every corner of Manhattan.
But it is not safe to take the subway late at night because in some
places you could get robbed. New York buses are also easy to use.
You see more if you go by bus. There are more than 30,000 taxis in
New York. They are easy to see, because they are bright yellow and
carry large TAXI signs. Taxis do not go outside the city. However,
they will go to the airports. In addition to the taxi fare, people give
the taxi driver a tip of 15 percent of the fares value.5. Central Park is a



beautiful green oasis in the middle of New Yorks concrete desert. It is
surprisingly big, with lakes and woods, as well as organized
recreation areas. New Yorkers love Central Park, and they use it all
the time. In the winter, they go ice-skating, and in the summer
roller-skating. They play ball, ride horses and have picnics. They go
bicycling and boating. There is even a childrens zoo, with wild birds
and animals.6. Along the east side of Central Park runs Fifth Avenue,
once called “ Millionaires Row.” In the 19th century, the richest
men in America built their magnificent homes here. It is still the most
fashionable street in the city, with famous department stores.7.
Broadway is the street where you will find New Yorks best-known
theaters. But away from the bright lights and elegant clothes of
Broadway are many smaller theaters. Their plays are called

“ off-Broad-way” and are often more unusual than the Broadway
shows. As well as many theaters, New York has a famous opera
house. This is the Metropolitan, where international stars sing from
September until April. Carnegie Hall is the citys more popular
concert hall. But night life in New York offers more than classical
music and theater. There are hundreds of nightclubs where people
go to eat and dance.1. Paragraph 3 2. Paragraph 4 3.
Paragraph 5 4. Paragraph 6 A The Financial Center of
USAB The Night Life in New YorkC The Traffic Facilities of New
YorkD Shopping Center for the RichE New York O An
International CityF Central Park [ A Place of Recreation for the
New Yorkers5. The island of Manhattan was bought by the
Hollanders from the native Americans .6. Central Park is a




good place where the New Yorkers can go and 7. Fifth
Avenue is the place .8. For those play-lovers who are
Interested in what is unusual, the small theaters might be more
attractive A do whatever they like for relaxationB where you
can play all kinds of ball gamesC than the world famous BroadwayD
enjoy the colorful night life of the cityE where the wealthy people
would go shoppingF for what seems to be a very small sum today
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