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[1 HE MAY be lumbered[1] with a nine-party coalition and a
one-seat majority in the upper house of parliament. But Italys prime
minister, Romano Prodi, seems to have something that could yet
offset these h [1: luck. As he himself noted, Italys win
against France in the World Cup final on July 9th was as narrow as
his own victory in the election in April. Tied 1-1 after extra time, the
Italians won a penalty shoot-out when a Frenchman (who ironically
plays for an Italian club, Juventus) hit the crossbar. That gave Italys
captain, Fabio Cannavaro, the trophyand Mr Prodi a boost,
politically and maybe even economically. J O OO0 OO0 0O 0O O O
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OJO000000000000000DOO Analysts at ABN
Amro, a Dutch bank, have estimated that a World Cup victory adds
0.7% to the winners GDP, mostly through e [1 demand.
Research by another bank, JPMorgan, has found that consumption
In European countries that won the cup in recent decades rose
afterwards by more than the EU average. Some analysts remain
sceptical of a“ World Cup effect” , arguing that it merely brings
forward spending. But Mr Prodis own finance minister, Tommaso
Padoa-Schioppa, thinks [ 201 Italys win will have a positive effect

“ because it has an impact on confidence and signifies that
ambitious goals are within our reach” .00 O ABN Amrol] O [ [
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DO0o0000oooOogoo™ O30 Yetthe benefits of Italys
victory could be offset by the loss of esteem it would suffer were it to
use the triumph as an excuse for taking the easy way out of another
challenge. Not the least remarkable aspect of Italys success is that it
was achieved against a background of spectacular footballing strife
back home. Thirteen of the 23 members of the Italian squad in
Germany play for clubs that are threatened with relegation[2] over a
match-fixing scandal. Most at risk is Juventus, a publicly quoted club



that supplied five of the players (including Mr Cannavaro). It could
be relegated from the first to the third division by a sports tribunal in
Rome. Thev [1 were expected to be handed down by the
endofthisweek 1O 00O OOOD0OO0OOOOOOOODOO
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0000000 0O O The justice minister, Clemente Mastella, had
suggested that the national teams victory might earn the clubs a
reprieve[3]. O 400 Encouragingly, Mr Prodi would have none of it.
His sports minister, Giovanna Melandri, branded the proposal

“ idiocy” . Just as importantly, some of the players themselves
rejected the idea. Gennaro Gattuso, a midfielder who plays for AC
Milan, the club owned by Silvio Berlusconi that could also be
relegated, said: “ Ooodo
JO0o0dodgo”™ Thatisawelcome new thoughtin Italy.[0 [
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