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[0 O O ALEXANDER STILLES new book on Silvio Berlusconi, the
flamboyant[1] former Italian prime minister, is neither a b
[1 nor a work of investigative journalism. Its real value is that it
represents the first attempt, in English at least, to recount in a
readable fashion the story, not of Mr Berlusconi himself, but of
Berlusconi-ism. [ 100 That gives it a wide appeal, for, as its author
argues persuasively, Berlusconi-ism is the extrapolation[2] to
grotesque[3] extremes of a phenomenon that has gradually, and all
too imperceptibly, become widespread. L O O OO0 O 0O 0O O 0O O
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DO00000000000 MrStille is at his best when he
describes how a man with a corporation with billions of dollars of

d [1 succeeded in less than eight months, between 1993 and
1994, in turning himself into his countrys leader. [ 200 Along the
way, he identifies various keys to Mr Berlusconis success.[] [J [ [J
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[1 One was the u [1 application of modern business
methods to Italian politics. Mr Berlusconis campaign organisers set
up pay-as-you-go[4] phone numbers so voters paid to listen to Mr
Berlusconi and the stars of his television empire. Party candidates
were required to spend the equivalent of $800 on a kit, similar to a
salesmans kit, with a manual on how to communicate with voters.
Advice included: “ o Oodd
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there was Mr Berlusconis own exploitation of “ anti-politics” , his
depiction of himself as an outsidera technique that allowed him to
tap into a rich vein[5] of support among mainly poor, rural and
poorly educated voters who distrusted the institutions. Finally, of
course, there was television. Mr Stille produces evidence to
demonstrate its influence: * A study of female former Christian
Demaocrat voters showed that an astonishing 75% of those who
watched four or more hours of TV a day cast their b [1 for
Berlusconi, while only 40% of those who watched two hours or less
didso.” DO UOdooooOoO* Dood” Dooooo
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acknowledges that his subjects rise to power (and, to an even greater
extent, his return to power in 2001 after six years in opposition) was
fostered by some of the specific characteristics of Italian society.
Italians were, and are, largely unconcerned by Mr Berlusconis
conflicts of interest. Indeed, a survey during the 2001 election found
that almost a quarter of voters thought that Mr Berlusconis personal
Interests meant he would “ govern the country better” . 1 401 Nor
are Italians overly concerned by the sort of illegality of which their
former leader has been repeatedly accused by the judiciary. Above
all, though, Mr Stille argues, Italyisa“ weak democracy with few
Institutional checksand balances.” OO OO O OOOOOO O
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book is ill-timed: Mr Berlusconi has just been voted out of office



and, at 69, his chances of returning are s [J . But the
Berlusconi formula, which Mr Stille sums up as“ money media
celebrity = political power” , is by no means applicable only to Italy.
Some or all of the same basic elements are there in other politicians,
particularly in America: in Arnold Schwarzenegger, Michael
Bloomberg and Jesse Ventura, a former professional wrestler who
became governor of Minnesota. [1 500 “ Silvio Berlusconi” , writes
Mr Stille, “ may appear at times a caricature, but in fact he isa
reflection of ourselves in a fun-house mirror, our features distorted
and exaggerated but distinctly recognisable.” 0O 0O 0O 0O O OO O
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book that tells what has happened in someones life, written by
someone elsel] 0 d [1 n. asum of money that a person or
organization owes] [ u [1 adj. never having happened
before, or never having happened so muchl] [ b [In.a
piece of paper on which you make a secret votel] [ s




[1 adj.very small in amount or number [=slender]] 200 01 [ [ [
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[1 [NOTES]1. flamboyant ad). behaving in a confident or exciting
way that makes peoplenoticeyou D 0 OO0 OO0 0 O0dOo
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