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[1 0 IN ONE of the more shameful episodes of its past, Canada
Imposed a hefty head tax [1 all Chinese immigrants in 1885,
then banned their entry altogether from 1923 to 1947. For the 15,000
or so Chinese men who had come to build Canadas transcontinental
railway and the many more that came thereafter, it became first
prohibitively expensive and then impossible to send for their wives
andchildren. 18850 0D 0 00 OO O0U0O0OU0OoOUoooooon
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[] [1 decades, Canadians of Chinese descent have
demanded an apology and redress[1]. Successive federal
governments ignored them, apologising to various other groups,
including 14,000 Japanese-Canadians, who also received C$21,000
each for their internment and property expropriation during the
second world war. Fearing this might open the floodgates, a Liberal
government declared in 1994 that the past was the past and that no
further compensation would be forthcoming.O O O 0O 0O 0O 0O O O
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(1 O O Given this, the decision this week by Stephen Harper, the
Conservative prime minister, to offer both an apology and
compensation to Chinese-Canadians might seem surprisingbut not if
the politics behind it are taken into account. While only about 20 of
those who paid the head tax are still alive and fewer than 300 of their
widows, Chinese-Canadians now form a community of around 1m
with considerable political and economic clout. And its members
form a crucial link [1 Canadas burgeoning trade with
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[0 O 0O O O O Before Januarys general election, the former Liberal
government angered the group by offering a programme of
acknowledgment and education to cover all wronged ethnic groups,
but no explicit apologies. Mr Harper, whose party lacks support in
urban and immigrant communities, adroitly[2] stepped in with a
campaign promise both to apologise and to

compensate. Odoooboooooon
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DJ0000000000000000000000Whether
this will set a precedent for many other aggrieved[3] groups is
doubtful. Some, like the Canadian Jewish Congress, want only
acknowledgment rather than financial compensation (for the
governments refusal to allow the 907 German Jewish refugees

[1 board the St Louis to land in Canada in 1939). The
federal government did set aside C$2.2 billion in the last budget to
compensate the children of aborigines[4] who were taken from their
parents and abused in residential schools. But that was to resolve a
mountain of lawsuits that it was in danger of losing.[] I [0 [J [0 [
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governmentl] [ the government was in danger of losing a mountain
of lawsuits. lose a lawsuitld 0 “ 00 O 0O O Still, there is hope for
others if they follow the Chinese-Canadians lead. A federal election
IS expected as early as next spring, when Mr Harper hopes to turn his
minority [1 amajority. An immigrant group concentrated



In an urban area is certain to get the ear of any Conservative
candidate. And perhapsanapologytoo.J O O O 0O OO0 O OO
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“ to be trusted by someone so that they will listen to your advice,
opinionsetc” OO DO OO0OU0O0OO0O0OOOOOOOOOO
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O 000000 [NOTES]1.redressn.money that someone pays
you because they have caused you harm or damaged your property
[= compensation]J O O 00 O 2. adroit adj. clever and skilful,
especially in the way you use words and arguments [J [ [0 [ [0 [
000000 O O 3. aggrieved ad). having suffered as a result of the
lllegal actions of someoneelse [0 I I [ I O O O [ 4. aborigines n.
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