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0 O 0O NO MATTER what you may be selling, your business in
China would be enormous if the Chinese who are meant to buy your
goods would only do so. [J 10 This observation about the perils of
doing business in China should be uppermost in the thoughts of
every hopeful foreign executive whose plane touches down on the
mainland today. Yet it was first made 70 years ago, by Carl Crow,
perhaps the original “ old China hand” and author of one of the
most influential and amusing books on how to sell to the Chinesehis
1937 bestseller, “ Four Hundred Million Customers” .00 0 O O [
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0000000000 All this led to jibes[7] of “ going native”
from fellow Westerners. But Crows inside knowledge and the respect
he won from locals helped him build Carl Crow Inc into the
countrys biggest advertising agencyand, for a time, made him a rich
man.O0O0O0O0O00OO0O0O" D000 OO0O00oOooooo
OJ000000o000oooooOooOdCCarlCrowd OO0
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[1 Crow coincided with enormous political and social ructions[8] in
China. He arrived in the final year of the Qing dynasty, when Chinas
last emperors were overthrown. He met both Sun Yat-sen, the
founder of the republic that followed, and Chiang Kai-shek, the
Nationalist generalissimo[9] who ruled China for much of the
Inter-war period. [1 401 After a year in Tokyo, Crow gave early and
frequent warning about the growing power and ambitions of the
Japanese, from whose invading army he was eventually forced to flee
Shanghai in 1937, losing the fortune he had made.[J OO 0O O O O [
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co-founder of a mainland market-research firm and something of a
China hand himself, deftly blends details about Crows personal life,
Including observations about his house and servants and his
fondness for curried[10] prawns, into a wider historical context.
Throughout, the reader learns about Chinese business, society and
history. [J 50 But the overriding impression is of the energy,
Indefatigable[11] optimism and sheer adaptability of a likeable and
pioneering American entrepreneurall qualities that are still essential
inChinatoday. 0 D 0D 0000000000 OOOOOO
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O [NOTES]L. lust n. (often derog UJ L1 [0 J )1 [C, U] ~ (for sb)
strong sexual desire 1 1 [0 [ 00 : curb ones lust U1 [ I [0 * gratify
ones lusts I LI [0 O .2 [C, U] ~ (for/of sth) intense desire for sth or
enjoymentofsth 0 OO0 OO OO0OO.0OO.0OO:alustfor
power,gold,adventure 1 D OO0 OO0 OO0 O0OOOO *filled
with the lust of battle [0 T 0 OO OO .2. warlord n.J O, 00 O O O O 3.
hold/keep sb at bay prevent (an enemy, pursuers, etc) from coming
nearJ 0O O0O0O00O0O0OOOOO: Imtrying to keep my
creditorsatbay. U O O OO O O O .4. alms n. [pl] (dated [ ) money,



clothes, food, etc given to poor people U O . 0O O U : He gave
almsto beggarsinthestreet D O U O OO 0OOOOO. *They
had to beg alms (of others) in order to feed their children. I [0 [ [
JOo0o00odododaod.s. foible n. small, usu harmless,
peculiarity or weakness in a persons character U [ I O OO O O [
O, 000000000000 : Weall have our little foibles. [
OO00000000.6.idiosyncratica.J 00, 000,0007.
jloen.0 0000 Ogibe8. ructionn. J O OO 0OOOMOO.
generalissimo n. (pl ~s) commander of combined military and naval
and air forces, or of combinedarmies U O 0. 000 O 0O. 0O OO
[1 1J.10. curried adj. [usu attrib TJ 0O O O O ] cooked with certain
hot-tasting spices [J [ I [J OO I : curried chicken, beef, etc I [ [
[ O 0O O .11. indefatigable ad). (fml approv U , I ) never giving up
or stopping in spite of tiredness or difficulty. tireless 0 O O 0O O . O
OO000.00000.000: indefatigable workers (I [ [ [
[ O 0O O *an indefatigable campaigner for civil rights O U O O [
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