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THE secret of success in the cinema is to anticipate the popular
mood, Thailands film industry should be feeling pretty chuffed[1]. It
seems to have foreseen, even before last Septembers royally
endorsed[2] military coup, that the army and the monarchy were
about to move into the centre of the action.J U 0O J 0O 0O O O O
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[1 The bloodless putsch[3], toppling an elected prime minister,
Thaksin Shinawatra, delighted many Bangkok residents, who turned
out in droves to have their photographs taken beaming beside the
soldiers on the streets. Less than two months later, the film industry
scored a surprise hitwith “ Khao Chon Kai” , a teenage comedy
that trumped the latest James Bond escapade[4], “ Casino Royale
", atthe box-office. Then in January “ The Legend of King
Naresuan” seta new record for the Thai box-office, taking 120m
baht ($3.4m) in its first four days, despite a shortage of prints of the
film and, at three hours, a gruelling[5] running time. O O O O O [
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Naresuan trilogy, whose second episode opens on February 15th,
took four years to make and is, at 700m baht, the most expensive film
ever made in Thailand. O 30 Foreign films may dominate multiplex
schedules, but theres nothing like a local blockbuster to pack the
house. Thailands cinema industry is forecast to expand by 10% this
year to 5.5 billion baht, according to Kasikorn Research Centre, a
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different cinematic hitsa slapstick[6] comedy and a 16th-century
swashbuckler[7]is their gung-ho patriotism . “ Khao Chon Kai” is
set in an army boot-camp, where, amid much hilarity[8], young
male recruits become battle-ready soldiers. Men in uniform are in
cinematic vogue. “ First Flight” , another nationalistic drama about
Thailands first air-force pilots, will be screened at the Cannes film
festivalthisyear, J D 0 000000000000 OO160 0
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directed by Chatrichalerm Yukol, himself a member of the royal
family, is an even more overt appeal to national unity after the recent
upheavals. Its hero is a revered warrior-kingplayed by an army
captainwho repels the occupying Burmese army and restores
national pride.J 40 The film-makers pull no punches[9] about their
Intent: the invitation to the premie re boasts that the filmis* aimed
at promoting the feelings of patriotism and gratefulness to the
motherland” among Thais. The junta must be delighted.] U [0 [
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chuffed ad). pred [ O O | ~ (about/at sth) (Brit infml J ) very
pleased [ (I : look/feel chuffed OO (O [J [0 OO ]JOJ OO OO * She was
chuffed at/about gettingapayrise. 1 D O OO0 O 0OOO.2
endorse v. [Tn] 1 write ones name on the back of (esp a cheque) [
Do0o0d0o0odoooo.dn.?2(a)writecomments, etc in or
ontheback of (adocument) D U OO OO OO0 OO.O00O0
0O O. (b) (Brit) record details of a motoring offence in (a driving
licence) U0 U OO OOOOOOOOO: Hes had his licence
endorsed for dangerousdriving. D O 0D 00000000000



[1 . 3 give ones (official) approval or support to (a claim, statement,
et0) 000000000000 O0OO0O:amafraid |
cant endorse your opinion of the governments record. O U [0, O [
DO000000000000O.4say inan advertisement that one
uses and approvesof (aproduct) 1 O 0 D OO0 OO0 O0OOO
O 0O 0O O : Well-known sportsmen can earn large sums of money
from manufacturers by endorsing clothes and equipment. LI [ [J [
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putsch n. attempt to overthrow a governmentby force. political
revolution0 D 0000000 O.0000.00.0000.4.
escapade n. daring, mischievous or adventurous act. prank [ [J [
O O0O000000dod.dod:afoolish, childish, boyish, etc
escapade U O OO O0OOO OOOOOOO 5. grueling adj. [
OO00,000000 0 6. slapstick n. [U] comedy based on
simple visual jokes, eg hitting people, falling over, etc U0 I 00 00 O [
OO00000000: [attrib O O O ] slapstick comedy [ O [
[J.7. swashbuckler n..J [0 [0 OO U 8. hilarity n. [U] loud laughter.
great amusement [J [0 . [ [ : The announcement was greeted with
much hilarityandmirth. O 0 OO0 000000000 O.9. pull
one’ spunches (usu negative 1 LI 00 O 0O O O) (infml [ ) attack
(sb) less vigorously thanoneisableto U O O O OO O 0O OO O
(1 O O O : He certainly didnt pull any punches when it came to
criticizingthework. O 0 OO0 OO0 O OOOOMO. 100Test O [
Jododobodooooouooooooood
www.100test.com



