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[1 China hopes to build a wide-bodied airliner to challenge Boeing
andAirbusD O 000 00ooooooooooododo
[0 WHEN Xu Guanhua, Chinas science and technology minister,
listed the nations research priorities for 2007 at a conference in
Beijing last month, top of the list was the development of a
wide-bodied passenger aircraft, a plan that senior officials first made
public last year. In part, China is keen to develop a domestic
competitor to Americas Boeing and its European rival, Airbus, so as
to capture part of the booming domestic market. Boeing predicts
that 2,880 airliners worth $280 billion will be sold in China in the
next two decades, making it the worlds fastest-growing market for
such aircraft. [ 101 But the aim is also to foster progress in other
fields, since building large airliners requires (and demonstrates)
mastery of disciplines from aerodynamics to software. A formal
timetable has not been announced, but officials hope Chinas first
home-grown large aircraft will be airborne[1] in 10-15 years.[] (1 [
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has a long runway ahead. Small and medium-sized aircraft, often
based on Russian designs or reverse-engineered from \Western
models, are already made in China. some, such as the twin-propeller,
60-seater MAGO, are exported to African and Asian countries. China
also makes fighter aircraft, helicopters and transporters. But the
depth of expertise needed to build a wide-bodied airliner is still
lacking. As in other fields, the government has encouraged foreign
investment to help the industry develop.0 OO0 OO0 OO0 OO
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[ O 20 Boeing and Airbus are taking different approaches to
China. Boeings activities grew out of President Nixons visit in 1972
and the company now buys parts from Chinese suppliers for all of its
aircraft, including doors and wing panels for the 737, wing-ribs for
the 747 and the rudder[2] for the new 787. Airbus has taken a bolder
step, announcing last year that it would establish a final assembly line,
its first outside Europe, in the northern city of Tianjin. Production of



A320 airliners, Airbuss most popular model in Asia, is expected to
beginin2009.0 0 00000000 ODOO” ODOOOOO
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(1200900 O OO O OO Smaller manufacturers, such as Embraer of
Brazil and Bombardier of Canada, are also establishing ties with
China. Both firms have set up production facilities in the hope of
boosting sales of their regional jets, and to fend off competition from
the ARJ21, a locally manufactured regional jet being developed by
AVIC I, a state-owned aviation company. The ARJ21 is a 95-seater
twin-jet aircraft that strongly resembles the DC-9, and is due to go on
sale in 2009 after several delays. (A joint venture with McDonnell
Douglas in the 1990s to build a Chinese version of the DC-9 failed.)
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[1 Airbus and Boeing do not have much to worry about yet, but
Chinas aviation industry is developing rapidly and the goal of



building a wide-bodied airliner is not out of the question. But getting
such an aircraft off the ground is only half the battle. 1 400 The issue
IS not whether the Chinese can develop the aircraft, notes
AeroStrategy, a consultancy, but rather “ whether they can develop
one that is good enough to win against the best that Boeing and
Airbus can deliver. Operational performance and reliability are two
keyareas.” 0O O0O0O0OOOO0OO0OOOOODOOOOO
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[1 Another problem is certification: Chinas civil aviation authority
would have to be officially recognised by its American and European
counterparts before Chinese aircraft could be exported to America
or Europe. And then there is the matter of convincing buyers that the
aircraft is safe. Last month Robert Mugabe, Zimbabwes president,
was dismayed to find that his usual Boeing 737 was unavailable to
take him and his family to Asia. Air Zimbabwe offered him a
Chinese-built MAGO insteadbut, citing safety concerns, he refused to
embark. 000000000000 O0OOOOOOOO0OO
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[ OO [NOTES]1. airborne adj. (a) [attrib CJ (I [ ] transported by the
arJ00.00000.00000.000 : arborne seeds [
OOo0O0O0oOd. (b)[pred D 0O O ] (of aircraft) in the air after taking
off DO DOOOODOODOO OO : Smoking is forbidden until the
planeisairborne. D O O OO OO O O. (¢) [attrib U O O ] (of
troops) specially trained for operations using aircraft L1 U [ [0 [ [
O 00O 00O :an airborne division [ [ I .2. rudder n. (a) broad
flat piece of wood or metal hinged vertically at the stern of a boat or
ship, used for steering LJ [ OJ UJ OO . (b) similar piece of metal on the
rear of an aircraft, for the same purpose U U O 0O 0O O 0O 0.
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