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OO 0O Tulips were introduced into Holland before the 17th
century but it did not take long for the flowers to gain popularity]
[ OO O among the upper classes] [ [ I [0 O . Flowers of such
beauty and rarity[] [J [J [ soon became symbols] [ O [ of
power and prestigel] [ [J [ and the rich tried their best to lay their
hands on some to display (1 [ I in their gardens. By 1634, the
whole country was so fascinatedJ [ [J [ [ by tulips that all other
activities almost came to a stop. People were tradingd [0 OO I in
tulips and even buying and selling un-sprouted] (I 00 00 [ [
flowers. It was documented] [J [ [ that one rare bulbl J 00 [
fetchedd UJ OO J a price equivalentl] [ UJ [0 O to ten tons of
cheese. When the prices of tulips reached such an exorbitant[] [ [
[1 0 level, few people bought them for planting in their gardens.
The real demand for the flowers was exaggerated] (1 [ I 0 [ [
by people who were buying them for speculationd [ [J [, not
appreciation] I O O . The bubbled OO O O finally burstd 0O O [
In 1637. Soon the noblesl] I [J [0 became poor and the rich
became pauperst] OJ 00 O . Cries of distress] U [0 I 0O O [
resoundedl] O OO O everywhere in Holland. Centuries later, the
American investorst] [ [J [ O craze over Internet stocksd [ [ [
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