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Pencild O O O OO O 1. The lead pencil is one of the most used
pieces of merchandise in the world. It is the simplest, most
convenient and least expensive of all writing instruments. 101 [J [0 [
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DO000000dodoodn 2.Perhaps the most surprising
thing about the lead pencil is that it is not lead at all. And it is not a
pencil. The "lead" is actually graphite from the Greek word "to write.
The word "pencil” is from Latin. The first pencils were fine or stiff
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American pencil makers turn out their product by the millions.
Probably there is no more useful article in the world. As one wise
person remarked: “ Everything begins with a pencil. Whether its a
pin or a battleship, it is first rendered with a pencil." 300 OO [0 O [J [
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DO000000oO0ood” 4. Thereisapencil for every
purpose. In fact, the industry now supplies 370 different types and
styles in more than 70 different colors and in 18 degrees of hardness.
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0000000 5. Some write clearly on slippery surfaces, such as
glass and plastic. Surgeons use a special pencil for outlining the
operation area on the patients skin, and packing-plants use another
type to write identification on sides of beef. There is even a special
electric pencil used for tests checked by electronic machines. 500 [
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6. There are many novelty pencils. Some have the Ten
Commandments, calendars or the multiplication table on them.
Some are in the shape of umbrellas, canes, baseball bats and traffic
signals. One may be 12 feet long, while others are only 1/2 inch. 60
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000000 7. 0ne recent novelty is a pencil with paper in it. A
small roll of paper fits in the center of the pencil and is drawn out
through aslit in the side. It" s just the thing for those who are always
looking forascrap ofpaper. 70 U O U0 OO0 OO0 OO0OOO
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8. A popular idea is that a check, will, or other legal paper written in
pencil is not legal. This is not true. Any legal document which does



not specify otherwise can be legally signed in pencil. 811 0 O I [0 [
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[1 9. By one means or another, man has been writing for thousands
of years. The Greeks and Romans used metallic lead for drawing faint
lines. But it was not until around 1400 A.D. that graphite, the main
part of the modern pencil, first appeared. And for a long time it was
used withoutanycovering. QU U O OO0 OO0 OooOon
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About a century and a half later, in 1564, a high wind blew over a
heavy oak tree near Cumberland, England. The earth revealed a slab
of black rock which was actually a huge deposit of almost pure
graphite. Shepherds used it to brand their sheep. George Il
controlled the graphite by declaring it a crime to ship it out of the
country. 00 000000000 O0OOO6000000
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graphite could be used in its natural state for writing. Seeing the find
as a rich prize, merchants cut it into sticks. They sold it for writing
purposes. By present-day standards, however, it was far from
satisfactory for writing. For one thing, the graphites hardness could
notbechanged. 110 D 000 0OO0O0O0OO0OOOOOOOOO
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J00000000000000000000 12. Grinding
low grades of graphite to remove impurities, pencil makers elsewhere
found difficulties. Their problem was to bind the black powder
together again so it would be hard enough to serve as a writing
instrument. 20 000000000 O0OO0OOOOO0O0O
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[1 13. Napoleon Bonaparte had a finger in the development of the
modern pencil industry. Cut off from English pencils. He was stuck
with his own impure French graphite. Never one to accept second
best, Napoleon hired Nicholas Conte to solve the problem. 130J [J
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O OO 0O0O 14. Conte found the answer in 1795.By mixing refined
graphite powder with clay, then heating it, he produced a firm hard
lead. German researchers later perfected the method. The lead pencil
was launched on its way to general use. 1401 17950 [ 0O O O O O
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Monroe, the Concord, Massachusetts, cabinet-maker, made the first
pencils in the United States. The War of 1812 halted imports of
pencils. Monroe developed machinery to make wooden slats. Each



one was grooved to half the thickness of a pencil lead. Two slats were
glued together with the lead between. The method is still being used
today. 150 D0 00000000000 O0OOOOOOOO
Jododobooooouosrzodooooooonoad
Jododoboooooodobooouooouoooooa
Jododobooodoodooooooouoooooa
DJodo0dobooooooooooooooooood
16.Monroes first American-made lead pencils-about 30 of
them-were sold to a Boston hardware dealer in July,1812.But it was
not until many years later that American pencils began to sell as well
as European brands. 1600 181200 70 0 U O 0O 0O 0O O 0O O 300 O
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nations 15-odd pencil manufactures produce about a-billion-and
-a-half wooden pencils a year. This amounts to about nine apiece for
each man, woman, and child in the country. At manufacturers
wholesale prices this business amounted to $35 million in 1957not
Including mechanical pencils. About nine wooden lead pencils are
sold here for every one of all other varieties of writing tools. 1701 [
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long pencil can draw a line 35 miles in length. it can write an average



of 45,000 words, and it can take an average of 17 sharpening. For
some strange reason, about 75 percent of all pencil sold for general
use are finished in yellow. A carpenters pencil is usually finished in
bright red. The color makes the pencil easy to find in wood shavings.
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OO0000000000 19.Judging by the ever-increasing
demand for them, it appears that the lead pencil is here to stay. At
least as long as business and industry, educational institutions and the
U.S. Government continue. For they are its three largest consumers.
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