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E5 9B BD _E7 9F B3 E6 c91 266198.htm 56. Ive Thumbed My
Last Ride(J O O OO O O O O) 1.1 stood in the cold rain near
Oklahoma City, trying to thumb a ride home for the weekend. Cars
kept speeding by. Without knowing it, | was playing a dangerous
game. And the car that finally stopped was just the same as a loaded
ogun. 1000 0000000000000 00O000O00000
O000000O0@uooooooooooooooon
D000y ooooooooooooooooooooad
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2.The guy in the Buick opened the door.” Crawl in-youll get wet
outthere."20 0000000000 ODO0OOO0OOOOO
000" 3.Hehadatwo or three days growth of beard. I guess that
was the first thing | saw. He was driving a nice car. | expected him to
look better. He glanced at me as he pulled back on the road. 301 [
OJo00o00o00ooooooooooooooooodgo
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O0O000000 4"Whereyou headed?' 40 OO OOO?
5."Frederick."500“ OO OOO” 6.Hedrove on without saying
anything for a while, a slight frown on his face as if he were thinking.
o000 00000oooonoonoonoonoooonon
0000 7."How faris that from Clinton?" 70 “ OO O 0O OO O
O 0O7? 8.1didnt know, I told him. It was quite a ways, since
Clinton is west of Oklahoma City and Frederick is about 150 miles



southwest. He mentioned Clinton another time or two as we drove
along. It didnt make too much sense to me. If he was interested in
going to Clinton, he was certainly taking an odd way.But it was none
of my business. As long as he was headed in the direction | wanted to
go, Iwaswillingtoride. U U OO0 UOOO0OOOOOOO
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to the next highway, though, he turned west, onto 37. That wasnt the
way | usually went. I didnt say anything. There were several routes.
Then we passed through Tuttle, and still he kept heading west. 901 [
Jododoboobouoodooooboooos3rfgoda
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Jodododododououotodnd 10.The route
was getting a little too roundabout for me. I wanted to make time on
the trip home. | made plans to stop at the next town. He was going
somewhere at a pretty good clip. Something about his manner made
me hesitate to ask where. He hadnt said anything for a while.
Suddenly heglancedmyway. 100 0 0 0 000000000 O
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00000000 11."You know the back roads into Clinton?"
my stomach felt funny. | found myself staring at that beard again.



"No," I said. "Im not going in that direction. Ive got to go south,
through Chickasha." 110 “ D OO 0OO0OO0OOOOO? OO
J000o00o0o00ooooooooooooooon
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OOoO0odo”™ 12.Hedidntanswer, and I made a note of where
the door handle was. At the next town | thought | might make a
hurrieddeparture. 20 D 0 OO0 00000000 oOOooOoOO
Jo000000o0dododoUdododo 13.Instead of
going on to next town, though, he turned south on the first road we
came to leading to Chickasha. That was the way | wanted to go. It
was the way | had to go to get home. But somehow that didnt help
much. His turning south toward Chickasha, right after Id said that
was the way | wanted to go, struck me as more than a little odd. |
moved closer to the dooronmyside. 130 U OO0 OO0 OO0 OO
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DO0O00000000000000 14.1 guess he sensed that,
because he started to talk. | was beginning to think maybe he had a
screw loose, but he sounded all right now, and | began to relax. You
dont have to know a guys life history just to thumb a ride with him.
We talked about one thing and another, and then he asked me what
kindofwork ldid 40 0000000000000 OO0OMO
Jo0odooooooodoooouoooooooooa
Jo0odoboooooodoooooooooooooa



J0o0doo0oooodoooooooooooooa
OO0 00O 15."Im studying bookkeeping,” I told him. 1501 “ [
DO000o000” 000000 16."Thats an awfully boring life,
isntit?" 160 “ DO 0000000 DO0OO00?” 17.That
burned me plenty. Id just finished a four year hitch in the Navy, and
now I was studying hard. But Id asked for the ride, and there was no
point in getting hot under the collar because | didnt think the way he
did. I made some answer or other and let it go, but the stopped after
thatt 170 D 0000000000 0O0OO0OOOOOOO0O
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DO00000000000000 18.The next time he spoke
we were going toward Chickasha. The rain was coming down good
and strong now and he was trying to see over the steering wheel. "I
guess youll have to stay in Chickasha tonight." 1801 [ 00 O O O [
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OJO0O00O00O0oOoOood” 19.That wasnt the first thing hed
said that didnt make full sense to me. Maybe he meant he was
turning in another direction now. "lll make it on in" | told him. 190]
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0000000 20.Suddenly I heard asiren behind us. He
glanced in the rear mirror and gave the Buick the gas. The traffic light
at the next corner turned red, but he whipped right at the corner



without slowing. | grabbed the dashboard to brace myself and |
watched the speedometer climb. He hit sixty coming out of the
business district with that siren coming closer behind us. With a
sudden turn we left the pavement and roared up a rain-soaked gravel
street. The Buick took it somehow, flying over the wet gravel like a
drunkenrocket. 200 D D 0O 0O U0OUOOOOOOOOOO
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OO000000000 21.We hit alow stretch at top speed, and
water swept over the car as he blasted through. The car skidded as he
came out and I heard him cursing and saying something about the
windshield wipers. They werent working any more. It was still
pouring down rain. He fought for control of the car. | hoped he
would stop now. | figured the cops were after him for speeding, and |
thought he was stupid to try to outrun them. 210 O O O O 0O O O
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22."No sense in you getting us both Kkilled!" I yelled at him. 22[1 “ [J
Jododododododododo™ 23.1 heard the siren



again, closer. About the same time, | heard a pistol. I whirled around,
and he jerked a gun from his coat, driving with one land. 23] [J [
J000o00o0o00ooooooooooooooon
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24."Shutup andsittight!" 240 “ OO O OOOY 25.Acold knot
came to my middle, right where that gun was pointed. | knew now he
wasnt running from any speeding ticket. From the sound of that
siren, the police car was right on our tail. The guns started barking
again, and | heard slugs slamming into the Buick body. My throat felt
like brass. I ducked down as low as | could, knowing one of those
slugs could connect at any minute. The guy had his head half out of
the window, trying to see where he was going. | had a white
handkerchief in my pocket, and | jerked it out and started waving it
out the window on my side. Then my breath choked off. | saw the
sharp, hairpin turn, and I knew he was going too fast to make it. 250
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[ O O 26.The car went into an awful turn and then we crashed into
a deep ditch with a bone-twisting smash. The Buick slammed to a
stop against some railroad tracks, and this guy kicked the door open



andstartedrunning. 260 D 0000000000 OOOOO
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Do000o0oooooodod 27."stop!" I heard somebody
yell. "Dropyourgun!" 2700 OO ODOO0O0Oooooo* O
O 0O0OOr 28.1sat right where | was, weak, half-sick with relief
that hed wrecked the car before wed stopped some of those bullets. |
didnt hear any more shots. | guessed hed decided against running. |
felt a hand dig into my shoulder and then | was jerked from the car.
My arms were yanked forward. Handcuffs were snapped around my
wrists. 280 D D 0000000000 oooooooOood
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OO000000000 29.We were taken to the Chickasha jail,
over my repeated protests that | was just a hitchhiker. About dark
four detectives from Oklahoma City arrived, and they took us to the
Oklahoma City jail. Finger-printing, lineups, then back to the cell.
Next morning my dooropened. 2900 1 U OO0 OO 00000
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00000 30."We want to get you out of here, fella," one of the
copssaid, and I told him lwasready. 3000 “ D OO O0OOOOO
OJo0o0o” ooooooooooooooooodoo
31.1 learned that the Buick driver, one Kenneth Paul "Lucky"
Aycock, a former convict, had been released from the Oklahoma



county jail in Oklahoma City only a week before on $5,000 bond on
a narcotics charge. In the line-up, hed admitted robbing Dick
Colbert at a used car lot in Oklahoma City. He had taken the car.
That was about fifteen minutes before he picked me up. Joe Sisson,
Chickasha police chief, and Officer Harold Kuku had heard the
statewide alarm for the Buick and were waiting for it. 3100 (1 0O I [J
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32.Aycock later said that hed never have been caught if he hadnt
thought that my waving that handkerchief out the window during
the shooting was funny. lve taken some kidding about that, but its
fine with me. It was the only thing | knew to do try to show the cops
shooting at us that | wasnt part of the deal. And if Aycock is right,
maybe it kept me or both of us from getting killed. 321 [0 {1 O [J [
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DO00O0000000000 33.That night | left again for home.
This time | went by bus. I dont hitchhike anymore. 330 O O O [
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