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existence of oil wells has been known for a long time. Some of the
Indians of North America used to collect and sell the oil from the
wells of Pennsylvania. No one, however, seems to have realized the
Importance of this oil until it was found that paraffin-oil could be
made from it. this led to the development of the wells and to the
making of enormous profits. When the internal combustion engine
was invented, oil became of worldwide importance. 101 [0 [ [0 [ [
J000o00o0oo0oodooooooooooooon
Jododoboboooodobooouoooooooooa
Jododoboooooodobooouooouoooooa
Jododobooodoodooooooouoooooa
JO0000o00o0odod 2. What was the origin of the oil
which now drives our motor-cars and aircraft? Scientists are
confident about the formation of coal, but they do not seem so sure
when asked about oil. They think that the oil under the surface of the
earth originated in the distant past, and was formed from living
things in the sea. Countless billions of minute sea creatures and
plants lived and sank to the sea bed. They were covered with huge
deposits of mud. and by processes of chemistry, pressure and
temperature were changed through long ages into what we know as
oil. For there creatures to become oil, it was necessary that they
should be imprisoned between layers of rock for an enormous length



of time. The statement that oil originated in the sea is confirmed by a
glance at a map showing the chief oilfield of the world. very few of
them are far distant from the oceans of today. In some places gas and
oil come up to the surface of the sea from its bed. The rocks in which
oil is found are of marine origin too. They are sedimentary rocks,
rocks which were laid down by the action of water on the bed of the
ocean. Almost always the remains of shells, and other proofs of sea
life, are found close to the oil. A very common sedimentary rock is
called shale, which is a soft rock and was obviously formed by being
deposited on the sea bed. And where there is shale there is likely to
beoll 200000000000 00O0OOO0OOOOONO
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OO0000000000 3.Geologists, scientists who study
rocks, indicate the likely places to the oil drillers. In some cases oil



comes out of the ground without any drilling at all and has been used
for hundreds of years. In the island of Trinidad the oil is in the form
of asphalt, a substance used for making roads. Sir Walter Raleigh
visited the famous pitch lake of Trinidad in 1595. it is said to contain
nine thousand million tons of asphalt. There are probably huge
quantities of crude oil beneath the surface. 30 O O OO0 O O
Jo0odooooooodoooouoooooooooa
J0o0dooooooodoooooooooooooa
J0odoboooooodoooooooooooooa
OO0ooooOokesniioonioodooooooonon
Jo0odooooeoooooooooooooooon 4.
The king of the oilfield is the driller. He is a very skilled man.
Sometimes he sends his drill more than a mile into the earth. During
the process of drilling, gas and oil at great pressure may suddenly be
met, and if this rushes out and catches fire, the oil well may never be
brought into operation at all. This danger is well known and steps are
alwaystakentopreventit 40 U OO0 O O0O0OOOOO0OOOMO
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O0000000000000O0000 5.Thereisalot of luck
in drilling for oil. The drill may just miss the oil although it is near. on
the other hand, it may strike oil at a fairly high level. When the drill
goes down, it brings up soil. The samples of soil from various depths
are examined for traces of oil. If they are disappointed at one place,
the drillers go to another. Great sums of money have been spent, for



example in the deserts of Egypt, in prospecting for oil. Sometimes
little is found. When we buy a few gallons of petrol for our cars, we
pay not only the cost of the petrol, but also part of the cost of the
search thatisalwaysgoingon. 50 0 0 00000000 OOO
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OJ000000000000000000 6.When the crude
oil is obtained from the field, it is taken to the refineries to be treated.
The commonest form of treatment is heating. When the oil is heated,
the first vapors to rise are cooled and become the finest petrol. Petrol
has a low boiling point. if a little is poured into the hand, it soon
vaporizes. Gas that comes off the oil later is condensed into paraffin.
Last of all the lubricating oils of various grades are produced. What
remains is heavy oil thatisused asfuel. 6 O O O O OO0 0O OO0
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DO000000000000000 7. Thereare four main
areas of the world where deposits of oil appear. The first is that of the
Middle East, and includes the regions near the Caspian Sea, the Black
Sea, the Red Sea and the Persian Gulf, another is the area between



North and South America, and the third, between Asia and
Australia, Includes the islands of Sumatra, Borneo and Java. 700 [ [J
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OO0O00000000 8. The forth area is the part near the North
Pole. When all the present oilfields are exhausted, it is possible that
this cold region may become the scene of oil activity. Yet the
difficulties will be great, and the costs may be so high that no
company will undertake the work. If progress in using atomic power
to drive machines is fast enough, it is possible that oil-driven engines
may give place to the new kind of engine. In that case the demand for
oil will fall, the oilfields will gradually disappear, and the deposits at
the North Pole may rest where they are forever. 80 0 U 0O O O [
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