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OO0000 O00O 0O Having long been living in this alley, | know
almost everyone here. It is, however, the housewives that I usually see
in the daytime, the rest being either out working as family providers
or away in school. All these housewives are kind and considerate. My
mother, for example, takes care of my sisters daughter even though
she herself is busy with housekeeping yet if she finds it necessary to
go out shopping, she need not worry because there is always
someone in the neighborhood coming over of her own will to help
with our household chores. When suppertime is over, these
housewives also like to gather at a certain place for a friendly chat
about the daily goings-on in the alley or other things. They are also
security-conscious, trying to keep each other out of harms way. | is
thanks to such mutual help and precaution against harm that we in
the alley have lived so happy and so undisturbed a life. L0 0O OO [ We
have moved into this apartment for nineteen months. Our neighbors
are an assorted group including merchants, teachers, grocers and
government employees. Once | went hurriedly to work and forgot to
turn off the faucet connected by a hose to the washing machine. It
was only when I got to my office that | remembered what | neglected
to do. Anxious and uneasy, | called up one of my neighbors, a Mrs.
Lin, to ask her to take care of the faucet. She was obliging enough to
do what she was told to do and | was so grateful. According to an old



Chinese saying, a distant relative is less likely to help you out than a
near neighbor. There is certainly a ring of truth in this. There are,
however, neighbors and neighbors. Although our neighbors are
generally friendly and always ready to help us, there are some who
tend to do something unpleasant. They scatter their garbage where it
IS not supposed to be scattered and a couple living on the floor just
above us often quarrel and fight around midnight with so much
noise that | simply cannot have a good sleep at all. The Bible says,
"Love thy neighbor." Well said, but I would like to add: Make
yourself lovable before you expect to be loved by others. I really hope
all of my neighbors will love each other. Only under such
circumstances can we find our hours at home enjoyable. U1 [1 [ [ |
live in a rural area. As in most rural areas, this area has plenty of fresh
air and luxuriant vegetation. What makes me even happier is the
neighbors | have, all of them simple and honest folks. | dont think |
can find the like of them in a city. In general, city dwellers, except in
their own small circles of acquaintances, see each other as total
strangers, and it is not unusual to find people living in the same
apartment house brush past each other without showing any sign of
recognition, not so much as a nodding of the head. Neighbors are
usually compared to our close friends and as such they should help
each other if help is sought. My neighbors are all farmers, who are
rich, not in material possessions, but in hospitality, and their honesty
to help are legendary. For reasons quite obvious, it is important to
get along well with our neighbors and avoid quarreling with them
over trivialities. | am a good neighbor to my neighbors, and so are



they tome. I O OJ OO Our old home was located on a grassy plain
and not far from it were wide farms and a big orchard. There was a
dirt road running past our house and winding up a hill. along the
road you could find a serpentine creek alive with fish and prawn as
well as a big pond often cluttered with blooming lotuses. The grassy
plain, wide farms, dirt road, crooked creek and the pond are the
things | can hardly forget and also the things that often put me in
mind of my days first as a child and then as an adolescent. But, alas,
no traces are now left of the scene of my past. Our old house has
given way to a high apartment building. the dirt road is now replaced
by a smooth highway. the wide farms and that big orchard have long
been converted into factory grounds. Though | have lived in that
apartment building for a long time, | am not acquainted with my
fellow occupants, not knowing who they are and what they are. |
dislike this impersonal human relationship and also the surroundings
of my present dwelling place. The old creek is still there but so
heavily polluted by a near-by factory that neither fish nor humans
can find its water drinkable. There is also no fresh air, no fragrance of
the soll. I deplore the side-effects of a material civilization. If we do
no try to solve the problems that plague our neighborhood, the
quality our life will simply turn from bad to worse. 100Test [J [J [
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