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Being Explored(J U O O O 0O O O O) 1. When the United States
was born, the continent of Antarctica was as remote as the
moonmore so, in a way, because the moon was clearly visible and the
very existence of Antarctica was uncertain. But now that remote land
area Is so attainable and so important that it has become the subject
of an international treaty which protects it from national rivalries yet
leaves it open to all for exploration and use. The pact arranging this is
even being viewed as a model applicable to the moon and other
celestialbodies. 10 D O D OO0 UOOU0OO0OO0OOOOOO
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many people, thinking of the distant continent only as a bleak, rocky,
cold and inhospitable land mass, may wonder: \Why all the fuss?
Why protect something so unpromising? 200 O 0 O OO0 00O OO
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number of factors, not the least of which is isolation itself. Antarctica



Is a very large area of the earth’ s surface, butuntil recent yearswas
the least studied. More knowledge of it is important for all mankind.
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perhaps the best way to appreciate the significance of this peculiar
continent. The globe shows that the entire southern hemisphere is
preponderantly waterthe widest parts of the Atlantic and Pacific, the
unbroken sweep of Antarctic seas circling the world. Although much
of South America, parts of Africa and all of Australia lie south of the
equator, most of the world’ s land lies north of the line. 40 O O [
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awesomeisolation from the rest of the world for countless years. Its
forbidding climate and wild seas prevented the migration and
development of land animals such as the Arctic regions know. On
the continent itself are a few insects, some lichens and mosses, but
nothing else that is land supported. However, there are amphibious
penguins and seals and a rich marine life, ranging from the minute
organisms called plankton to the biggest creature the world has ever
known, thebluewhale. 50 0 0 000 00O0O0O0OOOOO
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treaty applies to all areas (the high seas excepted) below latitude 60
degrees south. This line, running around the globe some 2,000 miles
from the South Pole itself, just misses the lower tip of South America,
and is well below the Cape of Good Hope and New Zealand. There
are a number of small islands between this line and the Antarctic
continent, but the waters here are known to mariners as "the
screaming Sixties" because there is so little obstruction to the
world-circlingwinds.6J 0 0 00000 do0oododn
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