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INTRODUCTIONUnited States (Culture), customs, behavior, and

way of life in the United States. The American people express their

culture through traditions in food, clothing, recreation, and

ceremonies. through the education system and institutions of

learning, including museums and libraries. and through the arts,

encompassing the visual, literary, and performing arts. American

culture is rich, complex, and unique. It emerged from the short and

rapid European conquest of an enormous landmass sparsely settled

by diverse indigenous peoples. Although European cultural patterns

predominated, especially in language, the arts, and political

institutions, peoples from Africa, Asia, and North America also

contributed to American culture. All of these groups influenced

popular tastes in music, dress, entertainment, and cuisine. As a result,

American culture possesses an unusual mixture of patterns and

forms forged from among its diverse peoples. The many melodies of

American culture have not always been harmonious, but its

complexity has created a society that struggles to achieve tolerance

and produces a uniquely casual personal style that identifies

Americans everywhere. The country is strongly committed to

democracy, in which views of the majority prevail, and strives for

equality in law and institutions.Characteristics such as democracy

and equality flourished in the American environment long before



taking firm root in European societies, where the ideals originated.

As early as the 1780s, Michel Guillaume Jean de Crèvecoeur, a

French writer living in Pennsylvania who wrote under the

pseudonym J. Hector St. John, was impressed by the democratic

nature of early American society. It was not until the 19th century

that these tendencies in America were most fully expressed. When

French political writer Alexis de Tocqueville, an acute social

observer, traveled through the United States in the 1830s, he

provided an unusually penetrating portrait of the nature of

democracy in America and its cultural consequences. He

commented that in all areas of culturefamily life, law, arts,

philosophy, and dressAmericans were inclined to emphasize the

ordinary and easily accessible, rather than the unique and complex.

His insight is as relevant today as it was when de Tocqueville visited

the United States. As a result, American culture is more often defined

by its popular and democratically inclusive features, such as

blockbuster movies, television comedies, sports stars, and fast food,

than by its more cultivated aspects as performed in theaters,

published in books, or viewed in museums and galleries. Even the

fine arts in modern America often partake of the energy and forms of

popular culture, and modern arts are often a product of the fusion of

fine and popular arts. While America is probably most well known

for its popular arts, Americans partake in an enormous range of

cultural activities. Besides being avid readers of a great variety of

books and magazines catering to differing tastes and interests,

Americans also attend museums, operas, and ballets in large



numbers. They listen to country and classical music, jazz and folk

music, as well as classic rock-and-roll and new wave. Americans

attend and participate in basketball, football, baseball, and soccer

games. They enjoy food from a wide range of foreign cuisines, such

as Chinese, Thai, Greek, French, Indian, Mexican, Italian, Ethiopian,

and Cuban. They have also developed their own regional foods, such

as California cuisine and Southwestern, Creole, and Southern

cooking. Still evolving and drawing upon its ever more diverse

population, American culture has come to symbolize what is most

up-to-date and modern. American culture has also become

increasingly international and is imported by countries around the

world. This is one of seven major articles that together provide a

comprehensive discussion of the United States of America. For more

information on the United States, please see the other six major

articles: United States (Overview), United States (Geography),

United States (People), United States (Economy), United States

(Government), and United States (History). 100Test 下载频道开通

，各类考试题目直接下载。详细请访问 www.100test.com 


