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ProvisionsChapter I General Provisions Article 1 This Law is

formulated with a view to developing foreign trade, maintaining the

order of foreign trade and promoting a sound development of the

socialist market economy. Article 2 Foreign trade as used in this Law

refers to the import and export of goods and technologies, and the

international service trade. Article 3 The competent department in

charge of foreign economic relations and trade under the State

Council shall be in charge of the work of foreign trade throughout

the country in accordance with this Law. Article 4 The State shall

institute a uniform system of foreign trade and safeguard a fair and

free foreign trade order in accordance with law. The State shall

encourage the development of foreign trade, bring into play the

initiative of localities and ensure the independence of management of

foreign trade operators. Article 5 The Peoples Republic of China

promotes and develops trade relations with other countries and



regions in accordance with the principle of equality and mutual

benefit. Article 6 The Peoples Republic of China in foreign trade

grants the most favoured nation treatment and the national treatment

to other signatories or acceding parties on the basis of the

international treaties and agreements that China has signed or

acceded to, or to the other party under the principle of mutual

benefit and reciprocity. Article 7 Where a country or a region adopts

prohibitive, restrictive or other similar measures that are

discriminative in nature against the Peoples Republic of China in

trade, the Peoples Republic of China may, in the light of the actual

conditions, adopt corresponding counter-measures against such a
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