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[0 O 0O O Chinese students having trouble getting a US visa may
wonder whether ordinary Americans care. Todays cartoon is a
partial answer: most Americans do care provided they are truly aware
of the difficulties foreign students face -- and if they distinguish
between foreigners studying in America and the stream of
Immigrants entering the country. Those, however, are two pretty big
ifs. Do American newspaper readers know that it has been harder for
all foreign students to get permission to enter the US since 9/11?
There are sporadic accounts in the press of such problems, but not
enough to make much of an impression on the ordinary citizen
without a personal reason to pay attention to such matters. The US
response to 9/11 has been so large and on so many different levels
that the problems of foreign students seem to most people of minor
concern -- much less important than, for instance, all the problems
associated with airport security. And some Americans feel that the
visa authorities were much too lax before 9/11 -- after all, several of
the Arab hijackers had been residing in the USo[1] [2] U O [
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