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Line The British queue up and the Americans wait in line, except for
New Yorkers, who wait on line. No one seems to know the reason
for this local idiom. It is something to ponder while waiting in/on
line. Another thing to ponder: It is estimated that Americans spednd
up to five years of their lives in that tedious, weary but unavoidable
process known as waiting. Studies show that otherwise rational
people act irrationally when forced to stand in line or wait in crowds,
even becoming violent. Queues are a grim reality of city life. While
there seems to be no consensus onthe citys worst line, the ones
mentioned most often in talks here and there were lunchtime lines at
banks and post offices and, among younger people, movie lines and
college-registration lines. "Bank lines," said Mark Sloane, an investor.
"No matter what time of day you bank, the number of tellers is
Inadequate to the number of patrons. Even when the bank is open
you see long lines infront of the money machines outside."
"Supermarkets," said Ed Frantz, a graphic artist, who once
abandoned a full shopping cart in the middle of a long checkout line.
It was not a political act. "The line was filled with coupon clippers
and check writers," he recalled. "And suddenly | had to walk away.
Food no longer mattered." In any line the fundamental rule is first
come, first served, or what dsocial scientists call "distributive justice."
Exceptions may be made, say, in fancy restaurants where the



headwaiters have their favorites, but, in general, the rule prevails. If
misery loves company, so do sports fans. Dr. Leon Mann
documented this several years ago when, as a Harvard professor, he
studied the long overnight queues for tickets to ball games in his
native Australia. "Outside the stadium something of a carnival
atmosphere prevails," he wrote in The American Journal of
Sociology. "The devotees sing, sip warm drinks, play cards and
huddle together." Like the teams they had come to watch, the fans in
line took timeouts. Some worked in shifts, with certain members
leaving to take naps or eat meals, while others saved their places in
line. Some staked claims in line with items of personal property such
as sleeping bags and folding chairs. "During the early hours of
waiting," Dr. Mann noted, "the queues often consisted of one part
people to two parts inanimate objects.” Nobody has ever seriously
studied Helen Quinns Saturday morning line for Metropolitan
Opera tickets, but perhaps someone should --Miss Quinn is not an
official at the Met. For 15 years standees at the opera have been doing
just that, thanks to Miss Quins ticketing system. She makes, dates
and numbers her tickets-- one for each of the 175 standing room
spots available-- and dispenses them to early birds. Assured of a
place, ticket holders then leave and return shortly before 8 A.M. to
line up for the real tickets. idiomn. 1.0J 0,00 O 2.00 0,0 O
ponderv. 00,000,000 [O0O O ]contemplate vt. 1.0 O ,00 O 2.
Oo,0000300,00wearya.l.O00O0O,000 2000
0,00000wvib0O0,000 [000]tiresomea.l] d OO
O,00000g¢grima. 000,000 2000 3.000,00



[J consensusn. [ (OO O)OO,0000 patronn. 1.0 O O,
OO0 2000,00 resentvt. U ...00 0O O O,0 0O graphica. 1.
OO00O,0002000,000,000 couponn.1.000,00
J200,00clpnl00,000,00 200,00 3.0,00
4.0 0,0 O 0O O vt.(clipped.clipping) 1.0 O ,0 O 2.0 ,0 O 3.0
O,00 [0O00O]clampnO0 0, 00,00 vt(O O OO)OO,O
O prevailvi. 1.0 0,00 200,000 3.00,00,00
prevalenta.ll O 0O ,0 00 miseryn. 1.0 0,0 0,00 2000
OO0,00crnivaln. 1,000 200,00 3.000 [0OO]
feastn. 1.00 1,00 OO 2.0 O sociology n. LI L1 [ sip
v.(sipped,sippig)t] O 0O 0,00 ,00 n. O O O huddlevi. .00 O O O
J20000000wO000000nO000O00O0,0000
D000 nmanimatea. 1.0 0 00,0000 20000,000
metropolitana.l] O O O ,00 O O O dispense vt. 1.0 00,00 0O 2.0 (
1),0(@)3.00,00 [00OO]dispersevi. 1.0 0,0 0 2.00 0O,
OO0 vt.1.000,00 2.000,00 UnitFive Aggressive
Patriotism in Sports Some people believe that international sport
creates goodwill between the nations. Others say that the opposite is
true: that international contests encourage false national pride and
lead to misunderstanding and hatred. There is probably some truth
In both arguments, but in recent years the Olympic games have done
little to support the view that sports encourages international
brotherhood. Not only, was there the tragic incident involving the
murder of athletes, but the games were also ruined by lesser incidents
caused principally by minor national contests. One country received
its second-place medals with visible indignation after the hockey



final. There had been noisy scenes at the end of the hockey match,
the users objecting to the final decisions. They were convinced that
one of their goals should not have been disallowed and that their
opponents victory was unfair. Their manager was in a rage when he
said:"This wasnt hockey. Hockey and the International Hockey
Federation are finished." The president of the Federation said later
that such behavior could result in the suspension of the team for at
least three years. The American basketball team announced that they
would not yield first place to Russia, after a disputable end to their
contest. The game had ended in disturbance. It was thought at first
that the United States had won, by a single point, but it was
announced that there were three seconds still to play. A Russian
player then threw the ball from one end of the court to the other, and
another player popped it into the basket. It was the first time the USA
had ever lost an Olympic basketball match. The American players
then voted not to receive the silver medals. Incidents of this kind well
continue as long as sport is played competitively rather than for the
love of the game. In the present organization of the Olympics there is
far too much that encourages aggressive patriotism. tragic a. 1.[1 [
0,000 200 @)0 [O000]dreadfula. 1.0 000,000
Jo2000,00003000,00000 pathetica. 1.0 O
O,000002000,000,00000 disastrousa. 1.0 [
OO0,000002000,000 catastrophen. 00O O ,0 O
destructivea. O O ()OO ,0 O (I ) comica. O O O ,0 0O O
incidentn. 1.0 0O O O 2.00 0,0 O incidence n.[00 O O [
incidentallyad.] O O 0,00 O O O O indignationn. O O ,00 O,



O indignanta. J OO, 00 0,000 [DOO]furyn. 1.0 0,0
0 200,00 furiousa. 1.0 00,000 2000,000
dismayn. 1.0 0,00 200,00 vt.1.000,0 00 2000,
000 hockeyn. O OO [O0O O] versus prep. 1.0 .0 O O, [
2.00..00,0..0000 federationn. 1.0 0O O 2.00 O
suspensionn. 1.0 0,00 20000,0000 3.00,000
04.0005.0,0,0 disturbancen. 1.0 0,0 0 2.0 0,00 3.
OOoo,00 [000]harassmentn. 1.0 O ,0 0 2.0 0,0 O
patriotismn. 0 OO0 ,0 000,000 patriotn. O 0,00
000 patriotica. 1 OO0, 00000,0000000 UnitSix
Manners Are Practically Non-Existent Manners nowadyas in
metropolitan cities like London are practically non-existent. It is
nothing for a big, strong schoolboy to elbow an elderly woman aside
In the dash for the last remaining seat on the tube or bus, much less
stand up and offer his seat to her, as he ought. In fact, it is saddening
to note that if a man does offer his seat to an older woman, it is nearly
always a Continental man or one from the older generation. This
guestion of giving up seats in public transport is much argued about
by young men, who say that, since women have claimed equality,
they no longer deserve to be treated with courtesy and that those
who go out to work should take their turn in the rat race like anyone
else. Women have never claimed to be physically as strong as men.
Even if it is not agreed, however, that young men should stand up for
younger women, the fact remains that courtesy should be shown to
the old, the sick and the burdened. Are we really so lost to all ideals
of unselfishness that we can sit there indifferently reading the paper



or a book, saying to ourselves "First come, first served," while a
greyhaired woman, a mother with a young child or a cripple stands?
Yet this is all too often seen. Conditions in travel are really very hard
on everyone, we know, but hardship is surely no excuse. Sometimes
one wonders what would have been the behaviour of these stuot
young men in a packed refugee train or a train on its way to a
prison-camp during the War. Would they have considered it only
right and their proper due to keep the best places for themselves
then? Older people, tired and irritable from a days work, are not
angels, either -- far from it. Many a brisk argument or an insulting
quarrel breaks out as the weary queues push and shove each other to
get on buses and tubes. One cannot commend this, of course, but
one does feel there is just a little more excuse. If cities are to remain
pleasant places to live in at all, however, it seems imperative, not only
that communications in transport should be improved, but also that
communication between human beings should be kept smooth and
polite. All over cities, it seems that people are too tired and too
rushed to be polite. Shop assistants wont bother to assist, taxi-drivers
growl at each other as they dash dangerously round corners, bus
conductor pull the bell before their desperate passengers have had
time to get on or offer the bus, and so on and so on. It seems to us
that it is up to the young and strong to do their small part to stop
such deterioration. J [J [0 I You may be disappointed if you fall,
but you are doomed if you dont try. ----Beverly Sills metropolitan a.
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