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If ambition is to be well regarded, the rewards of ambition--wealth,
distinction, control over ones destiny--must be deemed worthy of
the sacrifices made on ambitions behalf. If the tradition of ambition is
to have vitality, it must be widely shared: and it especially must be
highly regarded by people who are themselves admired, the educated
not least among them. In an odd way, however, it is the educated
who have claimed to have given up on ambition as an ideal. What is
odd is that they have perhaps most benefited from ambition--if not
always their own than that of their parents and grandparents. There is
a heavy note of hypocrisy in this , a case of closing the barn door after
the horses have escaped--with the educated themselves riding on
them. Certainly people do not seem less interested in success and its
signs not than formerly. Summer homes, European travel, BMWs--
the locations, place manes and name brands may change, but such
items do not seem less in demand today than a decade or two years
ago. What has happened is that people cannot confess fully to their
dreams, as easily nad openly as once they could, lest they be thought
pushing, acquisitive and vulgar. Instead, we are treated to fine
hypocritical spectacles, which now more than ever seem in ample
supply: the critic of American materialism with a Southampton
summer home. the publisher of radical books who takes his meals in
three-star restaurants. the journalist advocating participatory



democracy in all phases of life, whose own children are enrolled in
private schools. For such people and many more perhaps not so
exceptional, the proper formulation is, "Succeed at all costs but avoid
appearing ambitious." The attasks in ambition are many and come
from varions angles. its public defenders are few and unimpressive,
where they are not extremely unattractive. As a result, the support for
ambition as a healthy impulse, a quality to be admired and fixed in
the mind of the young, is probably lower than it has ever been in the
United States. This does not mean that ambition is at an end, that
people no longer feel its stirrings and promptings, but only that, no
longer openly honored, it is less openly professed. Consequences
follow from this, of course, some of which are that ambition is driven
underground, or made sly. Such, then, is the way things stand: on the
left angry critics, on the right stupid supporters, and in the middle, as
usual, the majority of earnest people trying to get on in life. destiny n.
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of Cars The use of the motor is becoming more and more
widespread in the twentieth century. as an increasing number of
countries develop both technically and economically, so a larger
proportion of the worlds population is able to buy and use a car.
Possessing a car gives a much greater degree of mobility, enabling the
driver to move around freely. The owner of a car is no longer forced
to rely on public transport and is, therefore, not compelled to work
locally. He can choose from different jobs and probably changes his
work more frequently as he is not restricted to a choice within a small
radius. Traveling to work by car is also more comfortable than
having to use public transport. the driver can adjust the heating in
winter and the air-conditioning in the summer to suit his own needs
and preference. There is no irritation caused by waiting for trains,
buses or underground trains, standing in long patient queues, or
sitting on windy platforms, for as long as half an hour sometimes.
With the building of good, fast motorways long distances can be
covered rapidly and pleasantly. For the first time in this century also,
many people are now able to enjoy their leisure time to the full by
making trips to the country or seaside at the weekends, instead of
being confined to their immediate neighborhood. This feeling of



Independence, and the freedom to go where you please, is perhaps
the greatest advantage of the car. when considering the drawbacks,
perhaps pollution is of prime importance. As more and more cars
are produced and used, so the emission from their exhaust-pipes
contains an ever larger volume of poisonous gas. Some of the
contents of this gas, such as lead, not only pollute the atmosphere but
cause actual harm to the health of people. Many of the minor
Ilinesses of modern industrial society, headaches, tiredness, and
stomach upsets are thought to arise from breathing polluted air.
doctors surgeries are full of people suffering from illnesses caused by
pollution. It is also becoming increasingly difficult to deal with the
problem of traffic in towns. most of the important cities of the world
suffer form traffic jams. In fact, any advantage gained in comfort is
often cancelled out in city driving by the frustration caused by traffic
jams: endless queues of cars crawling one after another at the
Intersections. As an increasing number of traffic regulation schemes
are devised, the poor bewildered driver finds himself diverted and
forced into one-way systems which cause even greater delays than
the traffic jams they are supposed to prevent. The mounting cost of
petrol and the increased tolls and road tax all add to the drivers
worries. In fact, he must sometimes wonder if the motor car issuch a
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Definition of a Gentleman It is almost a definition of a gentleman to
say he is one who never inflicts pain. This description is both refined
and, as far as it goes, accurate. He is mainly occupied in merely
removing the obstacles which hinder the free and unembarrassed
action of those about him. His benefits may be considered as parallel
to what are called comforts or convenience in arrangements of a
personal nature: like an easy chair or a good fire, which do their part
in dispelling cold and fatigue, though nature provides both means of
rest and animal heat without them. The true gentleman in like
manner carefully avoids whatever may cause a jar or a jolt in the



minds of those with whom he is cast. - all clashing of opinion, or
collision of feeling, all restraint, or suspicion, or gloom, or
resentment. his great concern being to made every one at their ease
and at home. He has his eyes on all his company: he is tender
towards the bashful, gentle towards the distant, and merciful towards
the absurd. he can recollect to whom he is speaking. he guards
against unseasonable allusions, or topics which may irritate. he is
seldom prominent in conversation, and never wearisome. He makes
light of favors while he does them, and seems to be receiving when he
Is conferring. He never speaks of himself except when compelled,
defends himself by a mere retort, he has no ears for slander or gossip,
IS scrupulous in imputing motives to those who interfere with him,
and interprets every thing for the best. He is never mean or little in
his disputes, never takes unfair advantage, never mistakes
personalities or sharp sayings for arguments, or insulates evil which
he dare not say out. From a long-sighted prudence, he observes the
maxim of the ancient sage, that we should ever conduct ourselves
towards our enemy as if he were one day to be our friend. He has too
much good sense to be affronted at insults, he is too well employed
to remember injuries, and too indolent to bear malice. He is patient,
forbearing, and resigned, on philosophical principles. he submits to
pain, because it is inevitable, to bereavement, because it is irreparable,
and to death, because it is his destiny. If he engages in controversy of
any kind, his disciplined intellect preserves him from the blunder. [
[0 O O Itis one of the beautiful compensations of this life that no
one can sincerely try to help another without helping himself. The



great tragedy of life is not that men perish ,but that they cese to love.
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