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OJO0O000000000 00 000 ForJerusha and the
ninety-odd other children in the orphanage, the first Wednesday of
every month was quite a torturous day. On this day, each child had
to be clean and well-groomed, every corner in every room had to be
neat and tidy, every floor had to sparkle, and every bed had to be
made perfectly flat so that the tiniest wrinkle would not show. All of
this preparation was to get ready for the visit of the Trustees of the
orphanage which always fell on this day. Each child had been told
time and again that if a Trustee were to ask him or her a question, he



or she was to answer in a clever and respectful way. [ [ [0 [ [0 [
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[J Jerusha was the oldest child in the orphanageshe was already 18
years old. According to the rules, the orphanage only had to keep
children up until the age of 16, but Jerusha was an exception. Because
her grades were quite good, the orphanage decided to let her
continue her studies and allowed her to go to the high school in
town. At this point, Jerusha had just graduated from high school and
was just staying to help out around the orphanage. O U O 00 O O [
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[1 Just as in todays case, in order to prepare a most perfect
Wednesday visit for the Trustees, Jerusha had worked the entire day.
Luckily, everything had gone as she had planned, and now the
Trustees had heard the orphanages reports, were sipping tea, and
some were even beginning to leave one by one, off to their various
other appointments. Watching the Trustees shadows as they left,
Jerushas heart once again became filled with visions. Despite the fact



that Mrs. Lippett had repeatedly warned her that such fantasies
would only torture and upset her, and that having these fantasies
would not change realityMrs. Lippett said Jerusha was doomed to
never set foot outside the orphanageshe could not help but have
them all the same. If only one day, she could be just like the Trustees
and, carrying her bags, step into a big car and tell the driver to take
her homewhat kind of a feelingwould thatbe? O O O 0O 0O O O O
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OO0000 OO0 OO0 For 18 years Jerusha had been living in an
orphanage. She was simply unable to imagine what "home" would be
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became lost in her thoughts, a little boy ran over looking for her and
said that Mrs. Lippett wanted to see her immediately. A little upset,
Jerusha headed towards the office, all the time in her heart thinking,
"What did | do wrong? Were the sandwiches not thin enough? Did
the cherry cakes not taste right? Or did one of the Trustees notice the
hole in little Susies stockings?' O U O D OO0 ododod
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Jerusha went downstairs, the light in the big empty hall was not yet
on, but she caught a glimpse of the last Trustee getting into his car to
leave the orphanage. It was too dark, however, to see the Trustee very
clearlyshe could only get a good impression of him from the back.
He was quite tall, and had long legs. He looked just like a big,
dancing Daddy Longlegs that was calling for his ride home! I UJ [J
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