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and Social Issues Dialogues /monologues: 1L1 Don’ tgo straight
into politics, because no one will be particularly interested. (I [ [
DO000000000000000 20 There were big,
difficult decisions to be taken during the Gulf War. have sth to be
doneJ 0 O0ODOOODOOO.0000O00O0DO0O0OOOOO
DO00000dodod 30 Wewere sometimes at odds with
the Americans,andeventhe Germans. D U OO0 OO0 OO0 OO
OO000000000000000 40 Butthe new bill
requires that any American wishing to sponsor immigrations must
have an income 125 percent above the poverty level. Previously, a
sponsor needed only an income at poverty level. O O O O O O O
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Wasn’ t it after the women’ s conference in Nairobi ten years ago
that the world focused for the first time on the crisis of domestic
violence? U0 OO O0D0O0OO0O0ODOO0OOOOOOOOOOO
000000000760 What we are learning around the world
Is that if women are healthy and educated, their families will flourish.
If women are free from violence, their families will flourish. If women
have a chance to work and earn as full and equal partners in society,
their familieswillflourish. O 0 0D 0000000000 oOdn
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00000000 70 Thatiswhy every woman, every man,
every child, every family, and every nation on our planet in society,
has a stake in the discussion that takes place here. O U 0O O O O [
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" 00000000000 )80 Itook it after consultation with
members of the then new South African government, including
President NelsonMandela. D D 0D O 000000000000
JO0000*000000000O0ododnd Passage:
Compared to elections to other countries, a British election is a rapid
and straightforward affair. Traditionally about 75 percent of the
country’ s 44 million registered voters take part. They each place a
cross next to the name of the candidate they want to vote for on a
ballot paper. In a general election, voters choose the man or woman
they wish to represent them in the House of Commons. Unlike other
countries, Britain uses the “ first-past-the-post” method for
choosing its government. Under this system, the candidate who wins
the highest number of votes in each constituency becomes the
Member of Parliament (MP) for the seat, even if he or she has less
than half of the total vote. Currently, there are 651 geographical
constituencies in Britain. Most candidates are members of Britain’ s
3 main political parties. They are the conservatives, Labour, and the
smaller Liberal Democrats. Any citizen of Britain can try and get
elected as an MP. Only bankrupts, prisoners, members of the clergy,
peers and certain senior public officials are not allowed to stand. But



In order to limit the number of people who do take apart, each
candidates is required to deposit&pound. before the election. They
“ lose their deposit” if they fail to win 5 percent of the poll. The

“ first-past-the-post” principle is also used to decide which party
will from the new government. As a rule, the party which wins the
most seats is invited by the Queen to form the government. The
leader of that party then becomes the new prime minister. The exact
date of the election is chosen by the prime minister and is normally
announced about a month in advance. This makes the election
campaign quite short in comparison to countries like the U.S.A.,
where the campaign to elect the president lasts for up to nine
months. It" s estimated that up to a fifth of voters in Britain only
decide who they will vote for in the last 4 weeks before an election.
As a result, parties spend huge sums of money on advertising in the
last few weeks. Individual candidates are limited by law on how
much they may spend but no such restriction applies to the parties.
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