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and Humor Millions of people struggle out of bed each morning,
fumble into some clothes, and make their way to a cup of coffee and
the morning newspaperL] . They need something cheerful to remind
them that the rest of the day will be less difficult than getting up. This
need may be the reason that many of them turn their half-opened
eyes to the comics section of the newspaper as they sip their first cups
of coffee of the day. Cartoons reflect the times and the troubles and
worries of people. They give people an opportunity to laugh at
themselves and at familiar situations. For example, a cartoon might
say that the government of a country is responsible for the bad
economy and also show the government leaders as a group of
ridiculous people. Being able to use the leaders as scapegoats and to
laugh at the leaders somehow makes people feel better about their
situation. Cartoons also make people laugh at their own personal
worries. Young people who are not always sure of how to act can
smile at their awkwardness. Old people whose grown children pay
little attention to them can chuckle at their neglect and loneliness.
Students who have studied too little before an examination can laugh
at their anxiety. Everyone’ s problems are made biggerthanlife in the
comics. Perhaps the problems seem funny because there is humor in



something that is real being made unreal. A cartoon combines art
and humor. When it is skillfully done, a simple line drawing and a
few words can make people laugh. Their troubles seem less
Important, and they enjoy life more fully. J 276 wordsd [0 O [ [J
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