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enterprise CEO anticipated continue to gain The chief executives of
some of the worlds top companies expect increased profits over the
next 12 months as they remain particularly optimistic about the
economy, according to a survey released Thursday. But the
executives were less forthcoming on plans for hiring or spending
their profits, two factors of significance for sustaining economic
growth. Almost 85 percent of CEOs surveyed by the Business
Council and the Conference Board said they expected their
companies to post higher profits over the next year, driven by
Increased revenue rather than cost-cutting, with 22 percent expecting
the increase to be substantial. Around 85 percent said business
conditions in the economy today were the same or better than they
were six months ago, and 40 percent expected them to improve
further in the next six months, the survey of Blue Chip bosses found.
The survey, which quizzed 76 of the councils 125 CEO members and
which is often regarded as a barometer of corporate sentiment, found
that geopolitical events, such as war or terrorism, topped the list of
CEOs concerns. Around 86 percent of respondents also said
escalating healthcare costs in the United States were either the "most"
important or a "very" important policy concern. O 0O O O 0O O O
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