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Inn where they stayed was the meeting place of the notabilities of the
little city. the Sindaco, the avvocato, the doctor, and a few others.
and among them they noticed a beautiful, slim, talkative old man,
with bright black eyes and snow-white hair tall and straight and still
with the figure of a youth, although the waiter told them with pride
that the Conte was molto vecchio would in fact be eightey in the
following year. He was the last of his family, the waiter added they
had once been great and rich people but he had no descendants. in
fact the waiter mentioned with complacency, as if it were a story on
which the locality prided itself, that the Conte had been unfortunate
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