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How I writhed, and yawned, and nodded, and revived! How |
pinched and pricked myself, and rubbed my eyes, and stood up, and
sat down again, and nudged Joseph to inform me if he would EVER
have done. | was condemned to hear all out: finally, he reached the
FIRST OF THE SEVENTY-FIRST. At that crisis, a sudden
Inspiration descended on me. | was moved to rise and denounce
Jabez Branderham as the sinner of the sin that no Christian need
pardon. D 000000000000 O0OOOOOOOOO
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OO0O0000ooo Sir,lexclaimed, sitting here within these four
walls, at one stretch, | have endured and forgiven the four hundred
and ninety heads of your discourse. Seventy times seven times have |
plucked up my hat and been about to depart - Seventy times seven
times have you preposterously forced me to resume my seat. The
four hundred and ninety-first is too much. Fellow-martyrs, have at
him! Drag him down, and crush him to atoms, that the place which
knows him may know himnomore!“ OOO" OOO“ OO0
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Ooo0oO0od” THOU ART THE MANI! cried Jabez, after a
solemn pause, leaning over his cushion. Seventy times seven times
didst thou gapingly contort thy visage - seventy times seven did | take
counsel with my soul - Lo, this is human weakness: this also may be
absolved! The First of the Seventy-First is come. Brethren, execute
upon him the judgment written. Such honour have all His saints!
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O O0O” With that concluding word, the whole assembly, exalting
their pilgrims staves, rushed round me in a body. and I, having no
weapon to raise in self-defence, commenced grappling with Joseph,
my nearest and most ferocious assailant, for his. In the confluence of
the multitude, several clubs crossed. blows, aimed at me, fell on other
sconces. Presently the whole chapel resounded with rappings and
counter rappings: every mans hand was against his neighbour. and
Branderham, unwilling to remain idle, poured forth his zeal in a
shower of loud taps on the boards of the pulpit, which responded so
smartly that, at last, to my unspeakable relief, they woke me. And
what was it that had suggested the tremendous tumult? What had
played Jabezs part in the row? Merely the branch of a fir-tree that



touched my lattice as the blast wailed by, and rattled its dry cones
against the panes! | listened doubtingly an instant. detected the
disturber, then turned and dozed, and dreamt again: if possible, still
more disagreeably thanbefore. J O 0 OO0 OO0 OO0 OOO
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